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Issue 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Check out photos of the 2019 Gathering at 
www.bcelders.com and click on the Grand Entry!

2020 (44th) Elders Gathering THEME: ‘WE ARE ONE’ 

    Dates: July 6 (early reg. only) Event: July 7, 8, 2020 
Loca�on: The Vancouver Conven�on Centre

REGISTRATION CUT-OFF DATE: JUNE 5, 2020

Reg. is by cheque or money order only, NO credit cards or e-transfers 

REMINDER: Sea�ng is Assigned. First Come - First Serve.

EV’S 224th Issue!
ATTENTION: Elder’s Contact People
Please Make Copies of the EV Each 
Month For Your Elders, Chief & 
Council or Board of Directors.

September 15th, 2019 marks the start of our office’s 21st Year! 
Your support has meant the world to all those involved with the BCECCS 
over the years and we thank you all from the bo�om of our hearts!
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The following is a short list of Elders suggestions of what might be shared: Your local Newsletters/Upcoming Local 
Events/Prayers/Poems/Quotes/Comments/Storytelling/Drawings/Articles of Interest/Native Songs Lyrics/Wellness 
Seminars/Obituaries, etc. Submissions are best forwarded to me via email by the 15th of the preceding month. If you are 
interested in providing articles, please do so, I look forward to hearing from anyone who wants to contribute to the con-

tent of your newsletter.                                                                                                                                              Gilakasla, Donna Stirling 

? 

Easy Bakers Corner – Lemon Pudding Cake

‘PRESERVING THE PAST’

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease a 1-quart casserole dish.

In a small bowl, beat 3 egg yolks (reserve whites in a small bowl).

Blend in 1/2 cup of milk, 1/4 cup of lemon juice and 1 tsp. of grated lemon peel.

Add 1/2 granulated sugar, 1/3 cup of all-purpose flour, and 1/8 tsp of salt. Beat until 
smooth. 

Beat reserved egg whites until stiff. Fold into yolk mixture gently but thoroughly.

Pour into prepared casserole dish.

Place casserole dish into a 13 x 9 inch pan, pour hot water into pan, about one inch deep.

Bake for about 30 minutes or until light golden brown.

Serve warm and cool. Top with whipped cream if desired.

Disclaimer: 
Health articles, etc. are provided as a courtesy and neither the BC Elders Communication Center Society’s Board  
Members or anyone working on its behalf mean this information to be used to replace your doctor’s and other profession-
al’s advice. You should contact your family physician or health care worker for all health care matters. Information is pro-
vided in the Elders Voice for your reference only. And opinions contained in this publication are not those of Donna      
Stirling, Coordinator unless her name appears below the material. 

The First Ever Elder’s Website “Preserving the Past” is now online (as of Sept. 2002). Registration forms, booth forms, 
maps of the host territory, accommodation information, etc. concerning the Annual Elders Gatherings are available each 
year on the BC Elders Communication Center Society’s website www.bcelders.com as soon as they are made available 

from each new host community. 

As of Aug.1st. 2011 issues of your Elders Voice Newsletter will be emailed out to all contacts as well as posted on the 
website www.bcelders.com the 1st of each month. Although we mailed out the issues for almost 11 years (128 issues) we 

can no longer afford the cost to do so. Please email bcelders@telus.com to be added to the email list.  Thank you  
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Support Fee from Sept. 2019– August 31st 2020

Your support is much appreciated!

LEVELS OF SUPPORT
 $15,000 - Thunderbird 
$10,000 - Killer Whale

$5,000 - Eagle
$1000 – Salmon

$750 – Frog
$500 – Sisiutl

 $250 - Hummingbird

Thunderbird Level - $15,000

1. 

Killer Whale Level - $10,000

1. 

Eagle Level - $5,000

1. 

SALMON LEVEL - $1,000  

1.  Lhoosk’uz Dene Nation

FROG LEVEL - $750

1.

SISIUTL LEVEL - $500

1. BC Assoc. of Community Response Network
2. BC Aboriginal Childcare Society

HUMMINGBIRD LEVEL - $250

1. Osoyoos Indian Band
2. Dzawada'enuxw Nation
3. Doig River First Nation
4. Aqam (St. Mary’s FN)
5. Chawathil Nation

BCECCS 19th Year GRATITUDE LIST 
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Gathering Notices

Dear Groups Leaders, Elders Support People

Please find attached the October issue of the Elders Voice Newsletter with the 
forms for next years 44th Annual Elders Gathering, which will be held again at 
the Vancouver Convention Centre July 7 and 8, 2020.

Please read over the updated Registration Instructions in this issue and please 
note that the entire Main Hall at the Gathering will be assigned seating. Last 
month we tried to do just the larger groups and individuals, but that didn’t work 
exactly right.

Seating for the 2020 Elders Gathering will be based on a first-come first serve 
basis, based on when you register for the event. Your table numbers will be giv-
en to you ahead of time, and there will be maps on-site of where to find your ta-
ble (s) with a helper to point the way.

Any group attending the Gathering that wishes to be apart of the Closing Cere-
mony and perform at the Gathering is asked to sign-up as soon as possible so 
we can do the closing up right with more people involved in it.

Thank you for all the work you do for your elders. Please note the 2 different 
Registration Fee Levels for 2020, and don’t miss out on the lower fees if you can 
help it.

Also please be advised that all groups are being asked to email their questions 
into the office and NOT call as there is never enough time to return all call, but 
emails are returned nights and weekends as soon as they can be.

 There will be no shuttle service from the nearby parking lot for bus drivers as 
there was very, very little need for it and taxis were handy and the distance 
will be short again for 2020.

 Please go to www.bcelders.com with your elders and share all of the photos 
on our site now and check back please as there are more being posted this 
week. 

Thank you, 

Donna Stirling
BCECCS Coordinator
2020 Elders Gathering Coordinator
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44th Annual Elders Gathering
July 6th for early registra�on and the Event is: July 7, 8, 2020

Theme: “WE ARE ONE”  Loca�on: Vancouver Conven�on Centre HOST: BCECCS

PLEASE EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net

ELDERS GATHERING: Registration Instructions

Services at the Elders Gathering
Please be advised that we had some complaints from the 2019 Gathering that elder’s support people, 
young people, were having their nails done and cards read by the mystics when elders were waiting, 
and in some cases standing while these support people sat in chairs in the Pamper Me Centre and at 
the workshops. These services are for the elders and are not covered by the registration fee, which 
only covers people’s food and the rental of the facility. Please advise all helpers that the services are 
for the hundreds and hundred of elders delegates and unfortunately not for them.

GROUP LEADERS
Please communicate with all of your Chief and Councils or Board of Directors at home in regards to 
the safety of your elders and the need to have enough support people per group with them. Some 
groups are very large and very under supported, which could be frightening if the workers are 
stretched too thin.

Also please be advised that if an elder is too ill to travel then they shouldn’t be brought to Vancouver 
or to the Elders Gathering. This happened and the Respite Centre is not a care centre it is for 
napping for an hour only and is not equipped to do the kind of clean-up ill people can cause.

Health Concerns/Allergies: Group Leaders are asked to make sure that YOU carry all 
relevent information about your elder’s health with you and that you stay with your elder’s group at 
all times during the event. In the past elders have been left by their workers, and that can’t happen 
again especially as no one knows your elder’s needs better than you do, making it crucial that you are 
there with your group. 

And ALLERGIES need to be addressed and managed via you and your elders, as the risk is way 
to high to leave in anyone else’s hands, especially a hosts or foods department who is dealing with 
thousands of people for multiple meals. 

***The menu will be published the month before in the Elders Voice so all groups can prepare 
alternate meal components should your elders not be able to eat what is being catered at the event 
due to a severe allergy.

CHILDREN: All Groups are advised that children are NOT invited to this event. Not only is there 
limited space for accommodations each year, this is an Elder’s Gathering and it is hard enough for 
the elder’s wheel chairs and walkers to get around sometimes without strollers, etc. in the path or 
kids taking up seating or eating food meant for elders.

***We are planning for over a half million dollars in food and beverages for 2020, however ACCESS 
to meals will be strictly for registered delegates ONLY, i.e. registered elders, registered support 
people, registered drivers, and vendors and info booth people, not people’s family members that 
come along with them to the event. Unregistered people will not even be permitted in.
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INDIVIDUAL NAMES ARE NO LONGER NEEDED ON THE GROUP REGISTRATION FORM: 

Usually Elder’s names are required for group registration which causes huge time delays at Group 
Check-in when there has been an error in printing or someone’s name tag has been misplaced. 
Group Leaders will now be given blank name tags and sharpies to write in their Elder’s name and 
nation. Your Group Leader will just pick up the number of bags your group is registered for and be 
on their way, making Check-in much faster for everyone while not delaying the Grand Entry.

*Group Leaders: PLEASE DO NOT SEND US YOUR ELDER’S NAMES OR MEDICAL INFO!

BANNERS AND FLAGS: Group Leaders are encouraged to have a Banner made for their group. 
This is the way it was in the past and it makes the ELDERS extremely proud to enter behind their 
own Banner in the Grand Entry. 

The Grand Entry:

Will not be done alphabetically, Groups will simply assemble behind their Banner/Flag and go in 
when their whole group is together. A photographer will be taking quick pictures of each group as 
you enter behind your flag or banner and these pictures will once again be on our website for you all 
to enjoy and copy for your elders.

VOLUNTEERS: The Venue this year requires all work to be done by the Convention Centre’s staff. 
We will only have a small number of volunteers but there will be at least 150 staff to serve the elders 
and support workers the 2 lunches and 2 dinners with dessert, coffee and tea included with this 
event.

Registration Fees: Cheque or money order only. No etransfers or credit cards 
taken.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION DEADLINE: DEC. 31, 2020 -------------------$325 PER PERSON

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JAN. 1, 2020 to JUNE 5, 2020 ------------------- $425 PER PERSON

***ON-SITE REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE IN 2020. 

Registration cut-off is June 5, 2020.

THE LOGO for the 44th (2020) ELDERS GATHERING will be released in the Elders Voice as soon 
as we have one.

KING AND QUEEN: the 2020 King and Queen will be announced in the next issue.

HAIRDRESSERS: 

We are also looking to build a list of hairdressers/stylists for the event next year. 
Hours are 9 am to 5 pm, July 7 and 8, 2020 and are paid positions which also include 
the 5-star meal package and parking, but not accommodations.
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44th Annual Elders Gathering 1-PAGE REGISTRATION FORM

DATES: July 6 (early registra�on) July 7, 8, 2020

Theme: “WE ARE ONE”

Loca�on: Vancouver Conven�on Centre

EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net
Please Mail Registra�on Form with Cheque or money order made out to:

BC Elders Communica�on Center Society
1415 Weiwaikum Rd., Campbell River, BC, V9W 5W9

 GROUP REGISTRATION FORM (or Individual) 

Group Leaders: PLEASE DO NOT SEND US YOUR ELDER’S NAMES OR MEDICAL INFO!

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION DEADLINE: DEC. 31, 2019 -----------------------$325 PER PERSON

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JAN. 1, 2020 to JUNE 5, 2020 -----------------------$425 PER PERSON

THERE WILL BE NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE AS EVERYTHING IS PREPAID.

REGISTRATION CUT-OFF IS JUNE 5, 2020

*Staggered Fees are necessary as each host needs to know about attendance and too many people are 
registering at the very end. It isn’t fair or wise to leave such things up to the last minute. So please take 
note of the 2 different fee amounts and don’t let the opportunity at the lower rates slip past.

CANCELLATION: The cancellation deadline for Registration Fees to be reimbursed is June 5, 2020. 
Fees cannot be returned after this as funds will have been allocated.

*FIRE: In the event that there are fire evacuations again that prevent a group from attending the 
Elder’s Gathering we will reimburse 50% of the fees. In 2017, we reimbursed 100% of fees, which was 
over $30,000 and that almost broke our small society. So we will assume half the risk and travellers will 
have to assume the other half.

*Parking and Drop Off Information will be sent out in the new year.

*And there will be coffee and tea at break times both mornings and afternoons. BUT be advised to 
bring your group’s break snacks as food won’t be included at break-time and there is no continental.

Group/Nation or Individual’s Name:

How many people are you registering?

Mailing Address:

Group Leader’s Name:

Group Leader’s Email Address:

Group Leader’s Cell:

Office’s Back-Up Email Address:
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44th Annual Elders Gathering
July 6 (set-up 12-5 pm) The EVENT is July 7 and 8, 2020

Theme: “We Are One” Loca�on: Vancouver Conven�on Centre, Ballrooms AB
EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net 

PAY BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER ONLY – WE DO NOT DO ETRANSFERS OR CREDIT CARDS

VENDOR REGISTRATION FORM 
(CRAFT Vendor spaces are for First Nations only) 

COMPANY: ____________

ADDRESS: _________________

CONTACT NAME: ____________

EMAIL:___________________________________________________________________

F.N. NATION:________________________CELL:________________________________

TYPE OF CRAFT: 
__________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT: FEE PER BOOTH SPACE IS $825 and includes the meal package for 1 person which 
will be delivered to the Vendor Area. These meals are 5-Star and will include 2 lunches, and 
2 dinners (the meal package is NOT op�onal, and it costs $325) outside food is not allowed 
to be brought into the VCC.

 Vendor booth registra�on fee is payable immediately with this form. The booth will be re-allocated 
a�er 2 weeks if payment is not received.

 Method of payment – cheque or money order only – made payable to the BC Elders Communi-
ca�on Center Society and mailed to 1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC. V9W 5W9. 

 Your cancelled cheque or money order stub will be your proof of payment, no invoices or re-
ceipts will be issued. Though you are welcome to confirm your booth at bcelders@telus.net 
a�er payment is sent.

 Vendors are advised to contact the office via email before mailing applica�on in case there are 
no more spaces available, especially if you are filling out this applica�on in 2020.

SET-UP OF BOOTH:
Booths are to be set up no later than 9:00 am on Tuesday, July 7, 2020

OPEN HOURS OF BOOTH/HEALTH SCREENING ARENA

 MONDAY SET-UP 12:00 PM TO 5:00 PM, July 6, 2020

 TUESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM Spaces will open for you at 8 am each day. NO earlier.

 WEDNESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM (everything must be out of the vendor space by 11 pm)
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GUIDELINES:

 Vendors will also be required to donate 2 items, which will be collected at the �me of check-in at 
the Vendor Area, which will be used to honour the Reigning 2020 King and Queen and the incom-
ing 2021 King and Queen.

 The 2020 Elders Gathering Core Commi�ee, BCECCS Board of Directors and workers and volun-
teers are not responsible for lost or stolen items or injury.

 Vendors may not sell food or drinks.

 Vendors MAY sell raffle �ckets throughout the 2 days of the Gathering, but are not permi�ed to 
sell 50/50 �ckets, as this will be done by the BCECCS Society.

 All Raffles must be registered in the Vendor Area at check-in, and all draws must be held the even-
ing on July 8, 2020 on stage in the Main Gathering Hall.

 No burning will be allowed in the booths as some elders have respiratory ailments.

 One table and 2 chairs will be provided for each vendor. Due to fire regula�ons these tables will 
remain where they have been placed. And you may not switch booth spaces as they will be num-
bers with your name tag on them.

 Electrical outlets will NOT be available for vendors unless you pay the fee for them. This year it 
was $106 each, if you need one, note that on the form and we will let you know the price next 
year when they know it and you can pay that part then.

 No�ce of cancella�on must be provided by June 1, 2020.  Any cancella�ons a�er this date will not 
be issued refunds.

 If a Vendor does not set-up their booth by 9:00 am on Day 1 of the Gathering, the booth will be re-
rented with no refund to the original Vendor.

 There will be a wait list for anyone interested in a 2nd booth space and these will be assigned only 
at the end if there are some unrented.

I have read and agree to all of the above guidelines:

________________________
Signature of Applicant Date

Please Mail completed Vendor Form with cheque or money order made payable to:

BC Elders Communica�on Center Society
1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC, V9W 5W9
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44th Annual Elders Gathering
July 6 (set-up 12-5 pm) The EVENT is July 7 and 8, 2020

Theme: “We Are One” Loca�on: Vancouver Conven�on Centre, Ballrooms AB

EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net 
PAY BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER ONLY – WE DO NOT DO ETRANSFERS OR CREDIT CARDS

INFO BOOTH REGISTRATION FORM 

COMPANY: ___________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

CONTACT NAME: _____________________________________________________________

EMAIL:_______________________________________________________________________

CELL:________________________________________________________________________

TYPE OF INFORMATION: 
______________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT: FEE PER BOOTH SPACE IS $1,325 and includes the meal package for 1 person which will be deliv-
ered to you in the Vendor Area. These meals are 5-Star and will include 2 lunches, and 2 dinners (the meal 
package is NOT op�onal, and it costs $325) outside food is not allowed to be brought in to the VCC.

 The Info Booth Registra�on Fee is payable immediately with this form. The booth will be re-allocated a�er 
2 weeks if payment is not received.

 Method of payment – cheque or money order only – made payable to the BC Elders Communica-
�on Center Society and mailed to 1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC. V9W 5W9. 

 Your cancelled cheque or money order stub will be your proof of payment. And you are welcome to 
confirm your booth at bcelders@telus.net a�er payment is sent.

 Vendor/Info Booth people are advised to contact the office via email before mailing applica�on in 
case there are no more spaces, especially if you are filling out this applica�on in 2020.

SET UP OF BOOTH:
Booths are to be set up no later than 9:00 am on Tuesday, July 7, 2020

OPEN HOURS OF BOOTH/HEALTH SCREENING ARENA

 MONDAY SET-UP 12:00 PM TO 5:00 PM, July 6, 2020

 TUESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM

 WEDNESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM (everything must be out of the vendor space by 11 pm)
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GUIDELINES:

 Vendors will also be required to donate 2 items, which will be collected at the �me of check-in at 
the Vendor Area, which will be used to honour both the Reigning 2020 King and Queen and the 
incoming 2021 King and Queen.

 The 2020 Elders Gathering Core Commi�ee, BCECCS Board of Directors and workers and volun-
teers are not responsible for lost or stolen items or injury.

 Vendors may not sell food or drinks.

 Vendors and Info Booths MAY sell raffle �ckets throughout the 2 days of the Gathering, but are 
not permi�ed to sell 50/50 �ckets, as this will be done by the BCECCS Society.

 All Raffles must be registered in the Vendor Area at check-in, and all draws must be held the 
evening on July 8, 2020 on stage in the Main Gathering Hall.

 No burning will be allowed in the booths as some elders have respiratory ailments.

 One table and 2 chairs will be provided for each vendor. Due to fire regula�ons these tables will 
remain where they have been placed. And you may not switch booth spaces as they will be num-
bers with your name tag on them.

 Electrical outlets will NOT be available for vendors unless you pay the fee for them. This year it 
was $106 each, if you need one, note that on the form and we will let you know the price next 
year when they know it and you can pay that part then.

 No�ce of cancella�on must be provided by June 1, 2020.  Any cancella�ons a�er this date will 
not be issued refunds.

 If a Vendor does not set-up their booth by 9:00 am on Day 1 of the Gathering, the booth will be 
re-rented with no refund to the original Vendor.

 There will be a wait list for anyone interested in a 2nd booth space and these will be assigned on-
ly at the end if there are some unrented.

 There is also a further op�on for info booths. If you would like your small pamphlet/brochure 
inserted into ALL of the Elders Registra�on Bags it will be done for a fee of $300 and must be 
shipped to the same address as this form by June 15th, 2020.

I have read and agree to all of the above guidelines:

_______________________
Signature of Applicant Date

Please Mail completed Vendor Form with cheque or money order made payable to:

BC Elders Communica�on Center Society
1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC, V9W 5W9
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    January 24, 2020 

Dear Elders & Elders Support Workers, 

  My name is Wilf Charest (Wa Kum Ka Las) and I am a Campbell River Indian Band (Weiwaikum) Member and the new 
Execu�ve Director for the Bri�sh Columbia Elders Council (BCEC). 

   I look forward to taking on this responsibility of leading the revamping/restructuring of the Bri�sh Columbia Elders 
Council which had unfortunately been non-opera�onal for some �me since its incep�on in 2002. 

• I have 10+ years of experience in business and commi�ee work both on and off reserve 

• Served four years as a Director for Campbell River Indian Band’s Weiwaikum General Partner LTD 

• Have worked and volunteered within my community for over 30 years 

• Have been a volunteer for the annual Elders Gathering since 2001 in Chilliwack, BC 

• Presently live on reserve and work for the Campbell River Indian Band (Weiwaikum) in Campbell River, BC 

  Goals at this present �me are to contact elders from all 203 bands in Bri�sh Columbia wishing to have a representa-
�ve on the BCEC and asking each of them for their top 5 priori�es that will not only help with our elders’ concerns 
today, but will also give direc�on for the future. 

  These priori�es will be discussed at the Elders Gathering in Vancouver this July 7th & 8th, 2020 and moving forward 
the BC Elders Council shall do everything within it’s means to inves�gate what can be done in finding solu�ons.   

  Also, at the Elders Gathering, a BC Elders Council Board shall be selected of members to serve as Directors, ie Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Secretary and a Treasurer as well as to conduct all other steps needed to fulfill the regula�ons of 
a registered society in Bri�sh Columbia. 

  As I have come on board on a part-�me basis, I must also concentrate on my regular job and family obliga�ons, but 
rest assured, I will respond as quickly as possible to everyone through my email bcelderscouncil@gmail.com.  

As for now, this non-profit organiza�on shall be run through my home and as we progress more contact informa�on 
shall be made available.   

  I look forward to your communica�on and hope to see you at the 2nd annual mee�ng of the BC Elders Council at the 
Elders Gathering at the Vancouver Conven�on Centre, July 2020! 

 Gilakasla! 

 Wilf Charest (Wa Kum Ka Las) 

 Execu�ve Director, BCEC 

 bcelderscouncil@gmail.com   

BC ELDERS COUNCIL
Address: 
1436 Weiwaikum Rd.           Email: bcelderscouncil@gmail.com     
Campbell River, BC, 
V9W 5W8
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Hello !

My name is Daniel Sands. I'm a gay, HIV positive, 
43 year old, 2 Spirit Cree/Metis/European who is 
helping to plan a 1 day conference in Victoria, 
BC.

I work for AVI Health and Community Services So-
ciety, as a Peer Facilitator and Planning Assistant, 
on the unceded territories of the Lekwungen 
speaking peoples of the Esquimalt and 
Songhees.

Our conference is called Menscapes. It is being 
held in Victoria on Sunday March 29th, 2020. This 
year the theme is ‘Spring Thaw’.

We are interested in inviting any 2 Spirit Elders 
who would be interested in forming a relationship 
with our organizers and planners. From which, 
hopefully, they'd be interested in speaking at our 
conference, in any capacity they'd like.

Thank-you for any help you can provide! Daniel

Email for further information to: 

danieljsands@gmail.com
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Canadian  Newsmaker of the Year from Wikipedia

The Canadian Newsmaker of the Year is a �tle awarded by The Canadian Press (CP) annually since 1946, 
based on a survey of editors and broadcasters across the country on which Canadian has had the most 
influence on the news in a given year.[1] Canadian historian Chad Gaffield stated that the prac�ce of rec-
ognising a newsmaker of the year was a return to the study of how history can be influenced by one per-
son, rather than studying obscure people.

Jody Wilson-Raybould named the Canadian Press’ newsmaker of 2019

BY STAFF THE CANADIAN PRESS from globalnews.ca

Posted December 18, 2019 7:07 am

The SNC-Lavalin affair cost Jus�n Trudeau two cabinet ministers, his most trusted aide, the top federal 
public servant and possibly a second majority mandate; and now the woman at the centre of it all — Jody 
Wilson-Raybould — is the 2019 Newsmaker of the Year.

The former jus�ce minister was the runaway choice of news editors across the country surveyed by The 
Canadian Press.

Prime Minister Trudeau, whose Liberal government was reduced to a minority in the Oct. 21 elec�on, 
polled a distant second.“

Jody Wilson-Raybould made us think about governance and fairness and loyalty and how all of those 
things play out every day behind the scenes on Parliament Hill,” said Toronto Star senior editor Janet Hur-
ley.

“She li�ed the curtain and let us see inside and, as the elec�on results ul�mately revealed, not everyone 
liked what they saw. Some called her courageous; others were less kind _ but in the face of all that she 
created a na�onal dialogue unmatched this year.”

This �me last year, Sun News editor-in-chief Mark Towhey said, “The number of Canadians who could tell 
you who Jody Wilson-Raybould was would fit in a mid-size restaurant.

“In 2019, she became a household name at the centre of the biggest poli�cal story of the year.”

It began with an anonymously sourced story in the Globe and Mail in early February, alleging that Tru-
deau and his staff had inappropriately pressured Wilson-Raybould to stop a criminal prosecu�on of SNC-
Lavalin, the Montreal engineering giant facing corrup�on charges related to contracts in Libya.

It suggested Trudeau’s demo�on of Wilson-Raybould, Canada’s first Indigenous jus�ce minister, to Veter-
ans Affairs in a mid-January cabinet shuffle was punishment for her refusal to override the director of 
public prosecu�ons, who had declined to nego�ate a remedia�on agreement — a kind of plea bargain in 
corporate-corrup�on cases — for SNC-Lavalin.

The controversy quickly spiralled out of control for the government.

Within a week, Wilson-Raybould resigned from cabinet. Less than a week a�er that, Trudeau’s long-�me 
friend and most trusted poli�cal adviser, Gerald Bu�s, resigned as the prime minister’s principal secre-
tary.

The controversy dragged on for months and would eventually trigger the early resigna�on of the top pub-
lic servant, Michael Wernick, and prompt senior minister Jane Philpo� to resign from cabinet in solidarity 
with Wilson-Raybould.
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In almost four hours of explosive tes�mony before the Commons jus�ce commi�ee, Wilson-Raybould de-
tailed what she described as relentless pressure to intervene in the SNC-Lavalin case from Trudeau, senior 
staff in the Prime Minister’s Office and Finance Minister Bill Morneau and his aides. She accused Wernick 
of issuing veiled threats, on behalf of Trudeau, that her refusal to comply could cost her her job as jus�ce 
minister and a�orney general.

She would later reveal that she had secretly recorded a phone conversa�on with Wernick — a revela�on 
that proved to be the last straw for her former Liberal colleagues. At the behest of Liberal MPs, Trudeau 
booted both Wilson-Raybould and Philpo� from the governing party’s caucus and informed them they 
would not be allowed to seek re-elec�on under the Liberal banner.

Trudeau, Bu�s, Wernick and others maintained they’d done nothing wrong, that their conduct was en-
�rely within the law and mo�vated solely by the desire to protect the thousands of innocent employees, 
shareholders, pensioners and others who could be hurt if SNC-Lavalin were to be convicted criminally and 
forced to scale back its Canadian opera�ons or relocate to another country.

Although she felt it was inappropriate to pressure the a�orney general, who is supposed to be independ-
ent and above par�san considera�ons, Wilson-Raybould herself said she didn’t think anyone had done 
anything illegal.

But for opposi�on par�es, just months away from an elec�on, it was the gi� that kept on giving. The Con-
serva�ves asked the RCMP to inves�gate possible obstruc�on of jus�ce. The NDP demanded a full public 
inquiry.

In August, a month before the start of the campaign and just as Liberal poll numbers had begun to recov-
er somewhat from the downward plunge precipitated by the SNC affair, federal ethics commissioner Mar-
io Dion issued a scathing report that concluded Trudeau violated federal ethics law by improperly pres-
suring Wilson-Raybould.

Both Wilson-Raybould and Philpo� ran for re-elec�on as Independent candidates. Philpo� lost but Wil-
son-Raybould defied the odds and handily won her Vancouver Granville riding.

Just this month, she was in the news again for refusing to move out of the offices on Parliament Hill as-
signed to her when she was a minister.

Some news editors surveyed saw Wilson-Raybould as an inspiring example — “a beacon of hope” who 
spoke “truth to power” and le� Trudeau’s feminist creden�als in ta�ers.

“She chose principle over poli�cs and will not be soon forgo�en for staying true to her convic�ons, re-
gardless of the consequences,” said Danny Kingsbury, na�onal format director for Rogers Media.

Others took a more nuanced view.

“The Wilson-Raybould saga laid bare for many Canadians the sort of wheeling and dealing that goes on 
inside governments — a necessary evil if you buy the prime minister’s arguments, a corrup�on of the jus-
�ce system if you accept her viewpoint,” said Chris�na Spencer, editorial page editor at the O�awa Ci�-
zen.
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Either way, the scope of the story and its repercussions le� li�le doubt among news editors that 
the woman at the centre of it was this year’s dominant newsmaker. She may well con�nue to in-
fluence events as the SNC-Lavalin case makes its way through the judicial system and Wilson-
Raybould’s successor as jus�ce minister, David Lame�, grapples with whether to order a remedia-
�on agreement.
As Spencer put it: “It involved Quebec, jobs, jus�ce, a woman, an Indigenous cabinet minister, two 
senior officials who had to leave their jobs — and the issues that loom ahead have yet to be re-
solved.”                                                                                                                 2019 The Canadian Press
___________________________________________________________________________________

AFN’s Federal Class Ac�on Lawsuit Will Fight for Jus�ce and Fairness 
for Vic�ms of First Na�ons Child Welfare System on February 12, 2020

(O�awa, ON) – The Assembly of First Na�ons (AFN) has filed a federal class ac�on lawsuit to seek damag-
es and jus�ce for the thousands of First Na�ons children and families that have been discriminated 
against by Canada’s child welfare system that incen�vized the removal of First Na�on children from their 
families and Na�ons.

“Year a�er year, genera�on a�er genera�on, Canada systemically discriminated against First Na�ons chil-
dren and families simply because they were First Na�ons,” said AFN Na�onal Chief Perry Bellegarde. “It 
did so by underfunding preven�ve care, perpetua�ng the historical disadvantage resul�ng from the resi-
den�al schools. Canada breached its responsibility to our children and families, infringed on their Charter 
rights, and caused them real harm and suffering. We will always stand up for our children.”

The class ac�on lawsuit filed by the AFN asserts, among other things, that Canada’s funding was discrimi-
natory because the federal system created a perverse incen�ve to remove First Na�ons children from 
their families and Na�ons and put them in out-of-home care; it failed to account for different needs 
among First Na�ons in different loca�ons; and funding for First Na�ons children on-reserve in the child 
welfare system is significantly less than children in the child welfare system off-reserve.

Manitoba Regional Chief Kevin Hart holds the child welfare por�olio within the AFN and said that the 
AFN has the experience and exper�se in the area of First Na�ons child welfare, including its years of work 
at the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal on this issue, and is best placed to fight for a fair and just outcome 
for First Na�ons children and families.

“This AFN class ac�on builds on our work and evidence at the Canadian Human Right Tribunal and chal-
lenges the federal government’s systemic discriminatory approach to child and family services and the 
denial of services to our children under Jordan’s Principle. The AFN class ac�on is seeking compensa�on 
for all those harmed by the system, including those not covered in the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal’s 
decision,” Regional Chief Kevin Hart said.

In January 2016, the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT) found that the Government of Canada was 
systemically discrimina�ng against First Na�ons children on-reserve and in the Yukon in its implementa-
�on of child and family services. On September 6, 2019 the CHRT ordered Canada to pay $40,000 in com-
pensa�on to First Na�ons children and their families where a wrongful apprehension occurred or where 
there was a denial of services due to Canada’s lack of implementa�on of Jordan’s Principle. The work to 
implement the Tribunal’s ruling on compensa�on and child welfare reform will con�nue as a separate 
track from the class ac�on.
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February 10, 2020

AFN Na�onal Chief Statement on Wet’suwet’en Na�on

(O�awa, ON) – Assembly of First Na�ons (AFN) Na�onal Chief Perry Bellegarde issued the following 
statement today on the situa�on in Wet’suwet’en Na�on territory and the arrests by the RCMP:

“ People should never be criminalized for standing up for their lands. Our thoughts are for the safety 
and security of everyone in Wet’suwet’en territory. The RCMP needs to pull back and the federal and 
provincial Crown needs to step up and create a space for dialogue with the Wet’suwet’en leadership. 
It’s clear it’s the only way forward.

I am pushing to create that space for dialogue with my colleagues. I’ve been in contact with our BC 
Regional Chief Terry Teegee. I have also spoken to RCMP Commissioner Lucki to encourage a peaceful 
resolu�on. I am further urging the Premier of Bri�sh Columbia and the federal government to respect 
First Na�ons rights and the UN Declara�on on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

As it stands, the RCMP is only sworn to uphold civil law and common law. If we are to move forward 
with reconcilia�on, Canada must also recognize First Na�ons laws.

The AFN supports the governance and decision-making process of the Wet’suwet’en people. Canada 
and BC must do the same.”

The Assembly of First Na�ons is the na�onal organiza�on represen�ng First Na�on ci�zens in Canada  
Follow AFN on Twi�er @AFN_Updates.

-30- 

For more informa�on please contact:

Michael Hutchinson
Senior Communica�on Advisor
Assembly of First Na�ons
613-241-6789 ext. 244
613-859-6831 (cell)
mhutchinson@afn.ca

Monica Poirier
Bilingual Communica�ons Officer
Assembly of First Na�ons
613-241-6789 ext. 382
613-292-0857 (mobile)
poirierm@afn.ca
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UBCIC Supports Indigenous Land Defense and Acknowledges CPR Join-

ing Call for Trudeau to meet Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Leadership

Media Statement February 21, 2020

UBCIC Supports Indigenous Land Defense and  Acknowledges CPR Joining Call for Trudeau 

to meet Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Leadership

((Xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səl �ilwətaʔɬ/sel �ílwitulh 

(Tsleil-Waututh)/Vancouver, B.C. – February 21, 2020) The Union of BC Indian Chiefs 

(UBCIC) recognizes the Canadian Pacific Railway’s (CPR) honourable conduct in rela�on to 

Secwepemcul’ecw Land Defenders who occupied part of the railway yesterday. Grand 

Chief Stewart Phillip, UBCIC President, stated “CPR chose direct and respec�ul engage-

ment with Secwepemcul’ecw Land Defenders instead of calling for an injunc�on that 

would have resulted in arrests.  In a le�er released today, CPR supported the 

Wet’suwet’en in their request for dialogue with Prime Minister Trudeau and called upon 

Trudeau to immediately fulfill this request. We hope Trudeau listens to this call and re-

sponds accordingly instead of repeatedly calling for ‘the barricades to come down’ when 

he knows full well that this could incite violence.”

For further comment:                                                                                                                    

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of UBCIC: (250-490-5314)

UBCIC is an NGO in Special Consulta�ve Status with the Economic and Social Council of 

the United Na�ons.

For more informa�on please visit www.ubcic.bc.ca
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Days a�er Indigenous Peoples are Forcibly Removed from their Territories, 
Throne Speech Highlights Reconcilia�on                    News Release February 12, 2020

((Xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish) and səl �ilwətaʔɬ/sel �ílwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh)/
Vancouver, B.C. – February 11, 2020) In the dark shadow of the RCMP’s unlawful invasion onto unceded 
Wet’suwet’en territory and violent enforcement of Coastal GasLink’s injunc�on, yesterday the NDP gov-
ernment unveiled their throne speech at the BC Legislature to the exuberant sounds of a Wet’suwet’en 
solidarity rally protes�ng outside.

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs stated, “The speech from the 
throne comes at a �me of dire crisis and turmoil. While we welcomed and celebrated Bill 41, we are now 
extremely concerned that the Horgan Government is picking and choosing which Ar�cles of the UN Decla-
ra�on that it upholds and when. Yesterday’s speech cannot erase or conceal the Province’s deplorable 
treatment of the Wet’suwet’en chiefs and land defenders who have had their right to free, prior and in-
formed consent violated.  Legisla�on is a step forward, but ac�ons are louder than words. It simply isn’t 
enough to say that ‘reconcilia�on with Indigenous peoples is a ma�er of rights, respect and jus�ce’ while 
ignoring the rule of law and the Supreme Court of Canada’s Delgamuukw-Gisday’wa and Tsilhqot’in 
judgements. The rhetoric that is being peddled by the Horgan government which implies that there is 
confusion in the interpreta�on of Delgamuukw-Gisday’wa about the authority of the Wet’suwet’en He-
reditary leadership is a purposeful and strategic effort to confuse and misinform the public.”

“The Speech from the Throne made me worried about the future of our lands and waters,” said Chief Don 
Tom, Vice-President of UBCIC. “The authors of the speech note that ‘as work gets underway on the LNG 
Canada project…this government is seeking ways to reduce [greenhouse gas] emissions overall.’ The 
problem is that although the expansion of the LNG industry is included in the Province’s carbon budget, 
the carbon budget does not go far enough in reducing emissions to be consistent with the targets recom-
mended by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change to limit global warming to 1.5o C. This frus-
tra�on with the Province’s lack of bold leadership on the environment was heard in the demonstra�ons 
outside the legislature yesterday- ul�mately the land defenders in Wet’suwet’en are trying to keep their 
territories clean for the benefit of all Bri�sh Columbians.” 

Kukpi7 Judy Wilson, Secretary-Treasurer of the UBCIC concluded, “We were proud to stand in solidarity 
with the Wet’suwet’en on the footsteps of legislature yesterday with youth, Elders and supporters to 
hold this government accountable. I would like to say to Premier Horgan that Indigenous peoples and our 
supporters will con�nue to stand up across Turtle Island to protect our rights. The throne speech and the 
provincial government’s agenda should not have priori�zed a pipeline over the integrity, dignity and well-
being of Indigenous peoples.  BC cannot shirk its commitment to the Declara�on on the Rights of Indige-
nous Peoples Act in its pursuit of money and economic power. As an organiza�on and as Indigenous lead-
ership, we are always moving ahead and we sincerely hope that the Horgan government is able to listen 
to the rising chorus of voices demanding change.”

Media inquiries:

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of UBCIC: (250-490-5314)
Chief Don Tom, Vice-President of UBCIC: (604-290-6083)
Kukpi7 Judy Wilson, Secretary-Treasurer of UBCIC: (250-320-7738)
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Coronavirus: What is Covid-19 and how to protect yourself 
from the outbreak

Feb. 27, 2020 from rnz.ca.nz/news/na�onal

The World Health Organisa�on (WHO) has declared the new strain of coronavirus, named 
Covid-19, a global public health emergency.

The flu-like disease has infected 80,000 people and killed close to 2700 in China. It has 
spread to another 44 countries, where around 3500 cases and 54 deaths have been report-
ed. Spreading infec�ons in Iran, Italy and South Korea are of par�cular concern.

There have been no confirmed cases of Covid-19 in New Zealand. Evacuees from Wuhan 
and from the Diamond Princess cruise ship have undergone 14 days quaran�ne on arrival 
in New Zealand. New Zealand bans foreign travellers arriving directly from mainland China, 
in an a�empt to prevent an outbreak here.

What is Covid-19?

The new flu-like disease is now called Covid-19 (some�mes referred to as novel corona-
virus or 2019-nCoV).

Coronaviruses are a large family of viruses which cause illnesses like the common cold, se-
vere acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS).

What are the symptoms?

Many people with the virus have symptoms similar to the flu, and having the symptoms 
doesn't necessarily mean you have Covid-19. It's not certain how long symptoms take to 
appear a�er a person has been infected, but WHO assessments suggest it is 2-10 days.

Symptoms include:

- Fever

- Coughing

- Difficulty breathing - this is a sign of possible pneumonia and requires immediate medical 
a�en�on.
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How is coronavirus spread?

Coronavirus, like the flu, can spread from person to person, by droplets from someone 
who is infected.

Droplet-spread diseases can be spread by coughing and sneezing and close personal con-
tact.

When an infected person coughs, sneezes or talks, they may generate droplets containing 
the virus. These droplets are too large to stay in the air for long, so they quickly se�le on 
surrounding surfaces.

You can also catch the disease by contact with an object or surface with viral par�cles on it 
and then touching your mouth, nose or eyes, the ministry says.

WHO expert Dr Bruce Aylward said 10 percent of people who come in contact with an in-
fected person contracts the virus.

How to avoid catching and spreading it

Good hygiene, regularly washing and thoroughly drying your hands, and other simple steps 
can help stop the spread, the Ministry of Health says.

These include avoiding close contact with people with cold- or flu-like illnesses and cover-
ing coughs and sneezes with disposable �ssues or clothing.

Washing hands for at least 20 seconds with water and soap and drying them thoroughly, 
before ea�ng or handling food, a�er using the toilet, a�er coughing, sneezing, blowing 
your nose or wiping children's noses or a�er caring for sick people can help prevent 
spreading the disease.

The Ministry of Health's public informa�on campaign is focusing on handwashing as a sim-
ple way to protect yourself and your family.

What to do if you may have been exposed

If you have returned anywhere from mainland China or if you may have been exposed to 
Covid-19, authori�es want you to isolate yourself for 14 days.
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The Ministry of Health says if you have the symptoms and have recently been to mainland 
China or have been in close contact with someone confirmed with the illness, phone the 
dedicated free Healthline number 0800 358 5453 (+64 9 358 5453 from interna�onal SIMS) 
or your doctor immediately.

What is the treatment?

There is no specific treatment for coronavirus, but medical care can treat most of the symp-
toms.

This could involve prescribing an�viral medica�on used to treat influenza or an�bio�cs used 
to treat bacterial infec�ons.

What about a Covid-19 vaccine?

This is a new virus and there is currently no vaccine available. Researchers in many countries 
are working on developing one.

The annual influenza vaccine, usually available from April, does not protect against Covid-
19. But health officials are encouraging people to get the vaccine this year, to help reduce 
stress on the health service if coronavirus cases started turning up at the same �me as the 
winter flu season.

Should you wear a face mask?

Virologists are scep�cal about the effec�veness of surgical face masks in stopping viruses 
carried in airborne droplets, but there is some evidence to suggest they can help prevent 
hand-to-mouth transmissions.

Director-General of Health Dr Ashley Bloomfield says there is limited evidence of their effec-
�veness, but people should wear masks if they feel that that is protec�ng them or if they 
feel they may might have symptoms of any illness.

The Ministry of Health holds a stockpile of 9 million P2 face masks - respirators which are 
thicker than surgical masks and able to filter 95 percent of airborne par�cles.

- Sources: New Zealand Ministry of Health / ABC / BBC / Reuters
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ADDRESS:
1415 Weiwaikum Rd.
Campbell River, B.C. 

V9W 5W9

BC ELDERS 
COMMUNICATION 
CENTER SOCIETY

Phone: 1-250-286-9977 
Fax: 1-250-286-4809

Toll-Free: 1-877-738-7288 
Coordinator: 

Donna Stirling
Website:   www.bcelders.com

Email:
bcelders@telus.net

ANNUAL BC ELDERS GATHERING INFO CORNER

BCECCS HAS GONE 
PAPERLESS! 

ELDERS VOICE ISSUES 
ARE NOW EMAIL-ONLY 

AND POSTED ONLINE 
EACH MONTH AT-
www.bcelders.com

   44TH Annual Elders Gathering (2020) 

THEME: ‘WE ARE ONE’                    

Dates: July 6 (early reg. only) Event: July 7, 8, 2020

Loca�on: The Vancouver Conven�on Centre

EARLY BIRD REGISTATION ENDS DECEMBER 31, 2019!!

REGISTRATION CUT-OFF DATE: JUNE 5, 2020

Registra�on is by cheque or money order only, NO credit cards or e-transfers 

I'm In Love With You
By Meagan D. Murdoch

It's the way you say I love you and the way you hold my hand.
There's just so much about you I completely understand.
It's the twinkle in your eye that I only see when you look at 
me.
It's the warmth of your hands; it sends a shock straight to my 
feet.
It's how you always amaze me, you surprise me all day long.
This I know is true.  Baby, I'm in love with you!

A Celebra�on Of Love by Tiara Q. Neal

Your love is a gi� that I treasure more with every passing day,

As �me goes by, I find myself discovering more and more 
reasons to love you.

This Valen�ne's Day, I'm thinking about how wonderful it is 
to have your love in my life.

Happy Valen�ne’s Day!!

AQUARIUS 
The Sweetheart (Jan 20 - Feb 18) Optimistic and honest. Sweet personality. Very inde-
pendent. Inventive and intelligent. Friendly and loyal. Can seem unemotional. Can be a 
bit rebellious. Very stubborn, but original and unique. Attractive on the inside and out. 
Eccentric personality.  


