
   

 
HELP!! 
SAVE  

THE ELDERS GATHERING!! 
 
Dear Elders, Elders Workers, Chief and Council, Directors, FN 
Leadership, Government and Corporate Contacts, 

 

YOUR 47 YEAR TRADITION IS IN DANGER OF ENDING! 

 

BOTH THE EVENT AND THE ELDER’S OFFICE  

NEED IMMEDIATE HELP! 

 

PLEASE READ AND SHARE THESE PAGES WITH EVERYONE 
YOU CAN AND PLEASE ACT, Let your voices be heard! 

EV’S 255th Issue OCTOBER 2022 Issue 

 
EMERGENCY ISSUE 
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Dear First Na ons,                October 26, 2022 
 
For the 1st me in 23 years I am using the Elders Voice to reach out to all of you directly. 
 
On pages 3, 4, and 5 please find an invoice le er, and invoice that went out recently pre y 
much begging for help for the Elders office and it explains that bands, etc. were originally 
asked to support your elders office back in July 2000, so you could all have the FIRST, and s ll 
the only Elders Provincial office in all of Canada. 
 
However, sadly a er 23 years we s ll exist hand to mouth with zero core funding from any-
where. It wasn’t suppose to be this way for us or for all of you. Now, not only is the office s ll 
suffering from the covid pandemic shor alls but we also have First  Na ons offices falling short 
on the support that they use to send in each year to cover the office expenses here. 
 
Also, for whatever reasons FN’s are also not stepping up to make sure their elders can afford to 
a end the Annual Elders Gathering. Which for us is hard to understand since the 2000, 2001, 
and 2002 Gatherings were all cancelled due to the virus.  
 
Bands/Na ons should have a surplus of elders support not used over those 3 years as due to 
the pandemic elders didn’t go anywhere really. Now with the 2023 Elders Gathering scheduled 
for August 14-16 bands/na ons should be in a posi on to send more BC Elders delegates and 
support people than ever, but we fear that isn’t happening. 
 
Unfortunately by the me FN groups organize themselves to a end we might have ran out of 

me for the needed deposits and will have had to cancel the 2023 AEG!! 
 
***Note: A major problem for elders and bands is that there are so few Elders Workers in BC. 
With Elders work being tacked on to employee’s regular jobs that take a lot of their me al-
ready. Elders Workers help fundraise, apply for small travel grants, approach your Chief and 
Councils for financial backing to a end the Gathering and register their elders to a end. 
 
There should be 10,000 Elders delegates in my es ma on in BC, but there are only about 2000 
that have the support needed to a end your Elders Gathering and again, we fear that even 
that number will not be supported this coming year to allow them to a end. 
 
It all boils down to this. The Gathering in 2019 at the Vancouver Conven on Centre received 5 
standing ova ons from the elders delegates. You choose this loca on to be the loca on again.  
 
The event will be cancelled Feb. 28th, 2023 if there are not enough groups registered to cover 
the deposits. We will have no choice. Please start making yourselves heard in your local com-
muni es so that your 47 year event can go on. 
 
All my rela ons, Donna S rling, BCECCS Coordinator, 2023 Gathering Coordinator 
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Support Fee from Sept. 01,  2022– August 31, 2023 
 

Your support is much appreciated! 
 

LEVELS OF SUPPORT 
 $15,000 - Thunderbird  
$5,000 - Killer Whale 

$1,500 - Eagle 
$1,000 – Salmon 

$750 – Frog 
$500 – Sisiutl 

 $250 - Hummingbird 
 
 
Thunderbird Level - $15,000 
 
1. TC Energy/Coastal GasLink PL 
 
 
Killer Whale Level - $5,000 
 
1.  
 
 
Eagle Level - $1,500 
 
1. Alderhill Planning Inc. 
2. Lheidli T’enneh Band 
3. ICBC 
 
SALMON LEVEL - $1,000   
 
1. JFK Law Corp. 
 
 
FROG LEVEL - $750 
 
1. 
 
 
SISIUTL LEVEL - $500 
 
1. BC Community Response Networks 
2. Tsal’alh 
 
 
 
HUMMINGBIRD LEVEL - $250 
 
1. Securiguard  
2. Tk’emlups Te Secwepemc 
3. K’omoks Nation 
4. Xaxli’p Band 

BCECCS GRATITUDE LIST 
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Sept 10, 2022 
 
Dear ELDERS WORKERS, 
 
Your help is needed here. As you know we are beginning our 23-year running the provincial ELDERS office. 
 
Sadly, due to the pandemic and its fallouts we are hanging off the cliff financially and need to ask some-
thing today for the first me from ALL ELDERS CONTACTS. 
 
If the a ached ELDERS INVOICE cannot be paid for whatever reason by your band, health centre, Friend-
ship Centre, etc., etc. that you take it upon yourselves with your elders help to fundraise once a year to 
pay the minimum support fee ‘hummingbird’ level of $250 with a 50/50 draw or bake sale, etc. 
 
As we are based out of Campbell River, we would be compe ng with the small elders’ groups locally if we 
tried to fundraise here in CR. And there aren’t enough fundraising dollars here to be enough to support 
the whole provincial office. However, if small fundraisers can be conducted throughout BC, they won’t cut 
into any one group’s efforts for their elders. 
 
What we are very aware of now is that we aren’t going to make it here without your help! 
 
Ideally it would be your Chief and Council and Boards of Directors authorizing payment of the support fee. 
Many bands have done ‘resolu ons of support’ pledging their support for this office over the last 23 years 
but some mes memories are short, and administra ons change and BCRs aren’t upheld. 
 
What we were told 23 years ago, at a provincial elder’s coordinators mee ng held at the July 2000 Annual 
Elders Gathering is that all offices represen ng the elders would join together and pay a nominal fee for 
this office to operate but the Na ons did not make this happen. 
 
We ARE the host group for the 2023 Annual Elders Gathering but our office is separate from the Gathering 
and people need to please know this. 
 
Yes, we hosted the AEG in 2000, 2017, 2019 and we were to host the 2020, 2021, and 2022 which were 
cancelled due to Covid-19. 
 
We have the dates now set for August 14-16, 2023, at the Vancouver Conven on Centre where we will all 
hopefully be together again, but our small office is BROKE due to those cancella ons and we need the 
help of our First Na ons people to con nue. 
 
PLEASE pay the annual support fee to help this office. 
 
Please register a.s.a.p. for the 2023 Annual Elders Gathering so we can make deposits. The forms will be 
out at the end of Sept. 2023 for your event. 
 
Please remember that there will be NO ONSITE registra on for the Gathering as everything has to be paid 
in advance. 
 
All my rela ons, 
Donna S rling 
BCECCS Coordinator 
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To: All Chiefs and Councils, Bands, Health Centres, Treaty, Tribal,  
Friendship Centres, Aboriginal Businesses, First Nations Societies and  
Organizations 

 
 

ATTENTION: OUR OFFICE IS SEPARATE FROM THE ELDER’S GATHERING 
 
 

 ***Please remember that this is a support fee for the provincial elder’s office  
to run – and is NOT a subscription fee for the Elders Voice. 

 
 

EVERY OFFICE IS ASKED TO PLEASE HELP! 
 
 

24th YEAR 
 

 
ELDERS INVOICE: September 2022 to September 2023  

 
            LEVELS OF SUPPORT 

$15,000 - Thunderbird 
$10,000 - Killer Whale 

$5,000 - Eagle 
$2,500 – Salmon 

$1,000 – Frog 
$500 – Sisiutl 

$250 – Hummingbird 
 
 
 

Please Mail Support Fees Made Out To: 
 

BC Elders Communication Center Society 
1415 Weiwaikum Road, 

Campbell River, BC, V9W 5W9 
 

Contact Information 
Phone: 250-286-9977 

Fax: 250-286-4809 
Toll Free: 1-877-738-7288 (for elders) 

Email: bcelders@telus.net 
Website: www.bcelders.com 
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Informa on is from h ps://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/seniors/health-safety/
protec on-from-elder-abuse-and-neglect 

Protection from Elder Abuse and Neglect 
Elder abuse in any form is wrong. Unfortunately, some seniors suffer from abuse and neglect, some mes from 
caregivers or family members. Abuse can take many forms, such as physical, sexual, emo onal, financial, or 
spiritual. 

Neglect and self-neglect are also forms of abuse. Self-neglect happens when a senior lives in a way that puts 
his or her own health, safety, or well-being at risk. 

Where to Get Help                                                                                                             
If you or someone you know is in immediate danger, dial 9-1-1 or call the emergency number listed in the front 
of your phone book. 

In non-emergency situa ons, there are many organiza ons that can help abused or neglected seniors, 
or their friends and family get help and protec on. See:  

Seniors Abuse and Informa on Line (SAIL)   

The Seniors Abuse and Informa on Line (SAIL) is a safe, confiden al place for older adults and those who care 
about them to talk to someone about situa ons where they feel they are being abused or mistreated, or to 
receive informa on about elder abuse preven on. 

· Toll-free: 1-866-437-1940 or 604-437-1940 in the Lower Mainland. 
· Available 8:00 am – 8:00 pm daily (excluding holidays). 
· Website:Abuse and Informa on Line 
 

Vic mLink BC 

If someone is abusing or neglec ng you or someone you know, you can call Vic mLink BC. Vic mLink BC is a 
confiden al telephone service available across B.C. and Yukon 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Vic mLink BC provides informa on and referrals to all vic ms of crime, and crisis support to vic ms of family 
and sexual violence. · Toll-free: 1-800-563-0808 

Email:@bc211.ca 

Website: 

Interpreter services are available in more than 150 languages upon request, including many North American 
Aboriginal languages. 



7  

Assisted Living Registrar                                                                                                
If you believe someone is being abused or neglected in an assisted living facility, contact the Assisted 
Living Registrar (ALR). The ALR inves gates complaints about the health and safety of assisted living 
residents. 

á Call toll-free at 1 866 714-3378 or 250 952-1369 in Victoria. 
á Fax: 250-952-1119 

Email:.assistedlivingregistry@gov.bc.ca  Website:Living in BC                                                                                                         

Community Care Licensing Offices                                                                             
Community Care Licensing Officers inves gate complaints about the health, safety or well-being of a per-
son in care at a licensed community care facility. “Community care facility” is a facility that where adults 
reside and receive care: hospice (end of life care), mental health and substance use, long term care (also 
known as extended care or residen al care), community living for people with developmental disabili-

es, and acquired injury. 

Call Enquiry BC at 1 800-663-7867 and ask to be connected to your health authority’s Community Care 
Licensing Office. 

For more on licensed community care facility complaints, and contact informa on for licensing offices in 
your area, please visit: 

Ministry of Health:Care Licensing Complaints 

Shelters and counselling                                                                                               
Women who are vic ms of abuse or neglect and who require short-term emergency shelter and counsel-
ling, can contact local transi on housing organiza ons in their community using this list: 

á Transi on Houses & Safe Homes ListBC Housing 

There are programs and shelters especially for older women in some B.C. communi es. 

á Creston:Community Centre 
á Pen cton:Okanagan Women in Need Society 
á Victoria:Women's Transi on House Society: Older Women's Program 
á White Rock:Transi on House 

 

RELATED INFORMATION 

To learn more about elder abuse and neglect and how to spot the signs of abuse, see: 

á Protec on from Elder Abuse and Neglect 
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Hidden and Invisible: Seniors Abuse and Neglect in Bri sh Columbia 
Posted on December 8, 2021 
 
In this report, Seniors Advocate Isobel Mackenzie details the results of a systemic review of seniors’ 
abuse and neglect in Bri sh Columbia. The review examined the protec ons that exist for B.C. sen-
iors, the prevalence of seniors’ abuse and neglect, the method of repor ng abuse and neglect, and 
the response to reports of seniors’ abuse and neglect. 
 
Report Summary 
The report examines current legisla ve protec ons, assesses repor ng prac ces, reviews five years 
of exis ng data, consults with 144 stakeholders in 25 communi es throughout B.C., and surveys over 
1500 Bri sh Columbians. 
 
The review highlights that reports of abuse and neglect of people 65 and over have increased signifi-
cantly in the past five years with: 
 
· 49% increase in report of abuse, neglect and self-neglect to health authori es (Designated Agen-

cies) 
· 69% increase in reports of vic ms of violent crime to the RCMP 
· 87% increase in reports of physical abuse to the Vancouver Police 
· 49% increase of financial abuse to the Vancouver Police 
· 30% increase in reports of abuse to bc211 
 
Key concerns heard by the Office of the Seniors Advocate (OSA) were the lack of public awareness, a 
fragmented repor ng and response system, gaps in service, and the need for training for those work-
ing with seniors in the community. Emerging trends and issues in B.C. were listed as sources of con-
cern, including self-neglect, physical, social, and cultural isola on, family caregivers, on-line security, 
and COVID-19. 
 
The report includes five recommenda ons: 
 
1. Establish provincial standards of prac ce, policies, and front-line training to respond to seniors’ 
abuse and neglect 
2. Create province-wide public awareness ini a ves and training on seniors’ abuse and neglect 
3. Develop a central, single point of contact to report calls of concern of seniors’ abuse and neglect 
4. Ensure consistent data collec on, methods, and defini ons to record, track and monitor abuse 
and neglect cases 
5. Undertake a full comprehensive review of the Adult Guardianship Act 
 

Office of the Seniors Advocate 
Toll-free: 1-877-952-3181 

Victoria: 250-952-3181 
Email: info@seniorsadvocatebc.ca 
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      NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 19, 2022 
  

Vaccines save lives: stay up to date 
with immunizations for all ages 

  
Island-wide — In recogni on of Na onal Immuniza on Awareness Month in August, Island Health is high-
ligh ng the importance of immuniza ons for children, youth and adults. 

The fight against COVID has shown us how powerful a tool vaccines are. “Vaccines save lives – for people of 
all ages,” says Dr. Michael Benusic, Medical Heath Officer. “Whether the target is COVID-19, or other diseas-
es such as tetanus, polio or measles, vaccines are vital. When you're vaccinated, you help protect both your-
self and those around you.” 

Ironically, the effectiveness of vaccines can lead to complacency and fewer people being vaccinated – thereby 
increasing the risk of outbreaks. For example, before vaccines were available, more than 50,000 people were 
infected with measles in Canada each year. By 2019 that number had shrunk to only 100. 
  
Notes Dr. Benusic, “In 2014, for example, there were more than 300 cases of measles in B.C. This is im-
portant because measles infection has risks of blindness, brain damage and death especially for young chil-
dren.” 
  
Island Health’s public health teams have called thousands of families whose children are about to enter 
school, or are already in kindergarten, to inform them about clinics and help them make appointments. If you 
didn’t get a phone call, please phone your local public health unit. 
·        Visit our Health Unit Loca ons webpage to find a health unit near you. 

·        Find your child’s vaccina on status at ImmunizeBC or call your local public health unit. 

·        Visit ImmunizeBC to learn more about B.C.’s rou ne vaccine schedule for infants and children, includ-
ing illnesses targeted by kindergarten vaccina ons. 

·        Informa on on COVID-19 appointments for ages 6 months and up is available here. 

Adults should check their own immuniza on records regularly. Adults may be at-risk for new and different 
diseases than children depending on age, job, lifestyle, health condi ons, travel plans and vaccines received 
in the past. In addi on, some vaccines require a booster and new vaccines may become available. 

Immuniza on schedules for adults, school-age youth and infants/children are available at ImmunizeBC. If 
you are over 18 years of age, please follow up with your family doctor or pharmacist to confirm vaccine 
availability and book an appointment. Sign up for appointment reminders. 

-30- 
  
Media inquiries: 
Andrew Leyne 
250-370-8908 
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Indigenous Health Today                                                                                          October 26, 2022 
 
Inuit and First Na ons People over 10 mes more likely to die in a fire – APTN News 
 
This fire protec on week, install or test a smoke alarm, says the Na onal Indigenous Fire 
Safety Council 
 
A Sta s cs Canada report commissioned by the Na onal Indigenous Fire Safety Council 
(NIFC) shows that Indigenous people are over five mes more likely to die in a fire. This na-

onal fire safety week, the Na onal Indigenous Fire Safety Council says to reduce risk, in-
stall a smoke detector. 
 
Inuit people are over 17 mes more likely to die in a fire, and First Na ons people living on 
reserves are ten mes more likely to die in a fire than the average non-Indigenous person 
in Canada according to the report Mortality and morbidity related to fire, burns and car-
bon monoxide poisoning among First Na ons people, Mé s and Inuit published in 2021. 
 
For the Mé s, the average is two mes more likely to die in a fire. 
 
“These are pre y daun ng numbers,” said Len Garis, the director of research for the Na-

onal Indigenous Fire Safety Council. “We looked back in history as best we could to see 
how long [the rate of deaths] was similar…going back 25 to 30 years.” 
 
The NIFSC is hoping to improve their repor ng data overall, and so they have created a 
place for communi es to report incidents. 
 
Fire protec on is an issue for Indigenous communi es. On reserve, there is no na onal fire 
code protec on that mandates safety standards or enforcement. Currently, standards have 
to be adopted by chief and council, who would then be responsible for enforcement. 
 
According to a press release by the NIFC, every other jurisdic on in Canada has established 
building and fire codes, including airports and military bases. 
 
There are a few reasons why more fire deaths occur among Indigenous people, including 
poverty, inadequate housing and housing that does not have smoke alarms. A lack of fire 
departments or adequate water pressure have also been pointed to as causes for fire 
deaths. 
 
Smoke alarms are the best defense 
 
Na onal fire safety week is a good me to raise awareness about the importance of smoke 
detectors. “The strongest message we can give right now is make sure you have a working 
smoke alarm in your home. We know from our research that a working smoke alarm re-
duces your risk by at least 50 per cent,” said Garis. 
 
Addi onally, smoke alarms are a rela vely inexpensive interven on in stopping deaths. 
The Government of Canada does have fire protec on funding available for First Na ons 
communi es. 
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Garis said funding is a good start, but that educa on and awareness must be an ongoing 
discussion in communi es. 
 
“We did some research in this area and there is a wear off effect. If I were to show up at 
your home and give you some advice about fire safety it would leave an impression in your 
mind for about two years.” 
 
Garis said that installing a working smoke alarm and coaching people to test the alarm can 
increase that me to four years. 
 
“If I could pull a switch right now I would take $50 million and I would walk across this land 
installing smoke alarms in everyone’s home,” said Garis. 
 
Jurisdic onal neglect leads to fire deaths 
 
In 2021, the Ontario chief coroner said in a report on fire deaths on First Na ons territory 
that there is “jurisdic onal neglect.” Five addi onal deaths occurred while the coroner was 
conduc ng a review at Big Trout First Na on. 
 
That review, which followed several fatal fires on Ontario reserves, said because First Na-

ons lands are regulated by the federal Indian Act, provincial building codes generally don’t 
apply and First Na ons o en end up falling through the cracks. 
 
Overall, it appears that other First Na ons face the same problem. 
 
Tanya Talaga wrote about a death of a nine year old First Na ons child for the Globe and 
Mail. Cindy Blackstock in early 2022 wrote about the death of three First Na ons children 
in a housefire at Sandy Lake First Na on. There, community officials cited a lack of ade-
quate water lines, which prevented them from being able to connect to a fire hydrant. 
 
In 2019, couple Marvin and Janet Gibbs and three young children died in a fire in small-
town Alberta Chief Tony Alexis, who was Janet Gibb’s nephew spoke about the sadness the 
family and community was feeling with this horrible loss. Angela Alexis, whose three chil-
dren perished in the fire is now missing from Alexis Nakota Sioux First Na on. 
 
Despite the federal government saying that fire protec on is an essen al service that can 
mean the difference between life and death, The Canadian Press reported a briefing docu-
ment showing that fire protec on is not legislated as an essen al service on First Na ons 
land. 
 
Adop ng building and fire standards 
 
“The standards have to be developed by and in conjunc on with First Na ons people,” said 
Garis. He said it is important for the community to buy-in on the importance of building 
and fire safety codes. 
 
“We need some sorts of standards or policies so we can keep first na ons people safe. I be-
lieve a part of the problem is an inconsistent applica on of safety standards in first na ons 
homes,” said Garis. 
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APTN: Non-status First Na on calls on Queen’s University to reject Indigenous verifica on report By F. Needham 
 
A non-status First Na on in Ontario is taking issue with Queen’s University’s endorsement of a new report on In-
digenous verifica on. 
 
The 34-page report by First Peoples Group was commissioned by the Kingston-based university and released last 
month. 
 
It comes on the heels of a number of reports of academics fraudulently claiming to be Indigenous Peoples and 
universi es moving away from self-iden fica on to a system of verifica on. 
 
The report says Indigenous applicants should be ve ed by an advisory council made up of First Na ons that fall 
within the Queen’s region. 
 
Le  off this list is the Ardoch Algonquin First Na on, which describes itself as “an Anishnabek community that is 
located in the Madawaska, Mississippi and Rideau watersheds” in Ontario. 
 
“It’s quite shocking actually that a university, let alone a university like Queen’s, which wants to be seen as a 
great ins tu on of higher learning – that they would at the highest levels receive a report that is almost comical-
ly filled with errors on the central facts,” says Ardoch First Na on lawyer Christopher Reid. 
 
In fact, the report takes direct aim at the community sta ng, “The Ardoch First Na on Community Services Or-
ganiza on Inc. (AFNSC) is a non-for-profit corpora on with Le ers Patent issued under the Ontario Corpora ons 
Act. The AFNSC would not be recognized under the reference of ‘Na ons or Tribes’ in Royal Proclama on of 
1763.” 
 
A corpora on  
In other words, Ardoch is not a recognized First Na on but a corpora on. 
 
Reid says the only problem is the report refers to a corpora on that has been long dormant and was never a gov-
erning council of the community in the first place. 
He adds it ignores exis ng case law. 
 
“They also claim in their report that there’s simply no such thing as a non-status First Na on,” Reid says, “that 
only Indian Act bands can be First Na ons. Which is again, even 30 years ago that would have been a pre y far-
fetched proposi on. And we know now that the courts in the last 30 years have firmly rejected that idea.” 
 
Reid says Ardoch has no problem with Queen’s moving away from Indigenous self-declara on to a system that 
includes verifica on checks. 
 
However, he says by fully endorsing the report the university is opening the door to problema c behaviour. 
 
“They are unwi ngly assis ng a witch hunt,” he notes. “There is, in effect, a vigilante witch hunt going on across 
university campuses in Canada now. 
 
“In which people who are Indigenous but don’t have membership in an Indian Act band are being challenged by 
vigilantes to produce proof of their Indigeneity, which is really bizarre because having an Indian Act status card is 
not proof of Indigenous iden ty at all.” 
 
The community has formally wri en to Queen’s and asked the university to reject the report. Reid also says Ar-
doch is considering its legal op ons. 
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47th Annual Elders Gathering (less 3 Covid-19 years) 
August 14th, 2023 (early check-in) With the EVENT August 15-16th, 2023  

Theme: “STRONGER TOGETHER” 
Location: Vancouver Convention Centre 

EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net 
Please Mail Registration Form with Cheque or money order made out to: 

BC Elders Communication Center Society 
1415 Weiwaikum Rd., Campbell River, BC, V9W 5W9 

 
 

 

 
 GROUP REGISTRATION and INDIVIDUAL REG. FORM (THERE IS ONLY ONE FORM)  

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION IS CLOSED  

*20 Groups who were signed up for the 2020 Elders Gathering were asked/required to defer by our 
society because of set-backs due to Covid-19.  Thereby making them the only Early Bird Registrants 
for the 2023 Annual Elders Gathering. 

 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OPEN NOW to JULY 10th, 2023 ---------------------$550 PER PERSON  

 *Which covers the cost of food/NEW coffe/tea breaks/facility rental only.  

*This is higher this year as food costs have gone up due to inflation so much since 2019. 

 

THERE WILL BE NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE AS EVERYTHING IS PREPAID. 

 

* The Annual Elders Gathering started in 1977 and we all need to work to get it back on track after 
missing 3-years for its first time ever.  

*We really need groups to start registering for the 2023 Annual Elders Gathering as funds are 
seriously needed to make deposits, etc. on your event.  

 

CANCELLATION: The cancellation deadline for Registration Fees to be reimbursed is July 10, 2023. 
Fees cannot be returned after this as funds will have been allocated. 

 

*FIRE: In the event that there are fire evacuations again that prevent a group from attending the 
Elder’s Gathering we will reimburse 50% of the fees. In 2017, we reimbursed 100% of fees, which was 
over $30,000 and that almost broke our small society. So we will assume half the risk and travellers 
will have to assume the other half. 

*Group Leaders: PLEASE DO NOT SEND US YOUR ELDER’S NAMES OR MEDICAL INFO! 

*Parking and Drop Off Information will be sent out before the event. 

*And there will be coffee and tea at break times both mornings and afternoons. BUT be advised to 
bring your group’s break snacks as food won’t be included at breaktime and there is no continental. 

  

Group/Nation or Individual’s Name:  

How many people are you 
registering today? 

 

Mailing Address:  

Group Leader’s Name:  

Group Leader’s Email Address:  

Group Leader’s Cell:  

Office Phone:  
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Re: Vancouver Conven on Centre as loca on for the Gathering 
 
ATTENTION ALL GROUPS 
 
This is a heads-up in case anyone is new to the Elders Gathering is unaware.  
 
Our BC Elders Communica on Center Society, host of the 2000, and 2017 Gathering in Campbell River, 
and the 2019 Gathering at the Vancouver Conven on Centre…celebra ng 23 years of service to the elders 
in BC… stands as the default bid should there ever be no bidder on the next Elders Gathering or in the 
event that the place bidding is so small as too present a hardship on the elders due to lack of accommo-
da ons within a reasonable distance to the event loca on. 
 
If we are called upon to be the host again for 2024, or future years, we want everyone to know ahead of 

me that it will be held in this lower mainland loca on again. Campbell River no longer has a caterer 
large enough to handle the needs of such a large event and serve the elders needs properly so it will not 
be back there. 
 
So, the Vancouver Conven on Centre will be our society’s ‘go-to site’ of choice for the Elders Gathering 
should our provincial office host again.  
 
The elders have been more excited about this loca on than any others in many, many years and even 
though it costs more to stay in the lower mainland, I would like to ask you to discuss the possibility with 
your elders of going to the VCC again a er you have all had a chance to evaluate the experience.  
There is a lot to hos ng this annual event. It is approximately a million dollars to host this year and it 
starts with zero dollars every year. There are some sponsors in place for it, but as we saw both recently, 
and in the past, those can go up in a puff of smoke. 
 
BIDDING ON THE 2024 ELDERS GATHERING 
 
We will have bidding open on the 2024 Gathering right from early registra on Monday August 14th, 2023, 
to 5 pm on Tuesday August 15, 2023. And the results will be announced at dinner on August 15, 2023. 
 
Ballots of bidders will be made up that night and handed out the next morning if there are mul ple bid-
ders and a vote is needed. If there is only one bidder and the loca on is acceptable for the elders needs, 
then there will be no vote necessary, and that group will be announced as the next host for the 48th 
(2024) Annual BC Elders Gathering. If there is no bidder or the place is deemed too small, then our society 
will host again and announce this Tuesday a er 5 pm. 
 
SNACKS AND FRUIT AT THE GATHERING 
 
Due to the sheer cost of these items, and in the case of the snacks which were extremely small for the 
cost. We had to decide to cut both from the daily plan. We are not allowed to bring in outside food, but if 
I was in charge of an elder’s group, I am posi ve that I would have these items packed among my daily 
items for the day for my group. 
 
(In the case of the fruit for example: it would have cost $8,680 plus their staff to distribute the apples and 
oranges according to union rules for 2000 pieces of fruit. So poten ally 10 thousand dollars for a piece of 
fruit each which didn’t feel right.) 
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PARKING 
 
There is underground parking at the venue itself and we are in the East Building. However, that parking is only for 
regular sized vehicles.  
 

ALL PASSENGER VANS, HANDI-DART SIZED BUSES, FULL-SIZED COACH LINES 
 
***In 2019 we had drivers all pull up to the front of the Vancouver Conven on Centre to unload their passengers. 
However unbeknownst to us, the City of Vancouver changed their allowing of drop off in front of the VCC, so all 
drivers will be asked to travel just past the front entrance to a designated area close to the West Building. 
 
All bus drivers of large van drivers will then travel 1.5 km to a lot at Rogers Arena. This lot is s ll to be determined 
by the parking company as they have several to choose from. That will be emailed out to you all ASAP! 
 
*Bus drivers will be asked to transport themselves to and from that lot to the Conven on Centre by the many 
available taxis/UBERS that serve the area.  
 

AGENDA 
 
The specific agenda with the order of guest speakers and the exact workshops and facilitators will be in the  
Agenda you all get when you get here. Make sure and go by that agenda when you arrive.  
 

***Also, there is no signing up early for anything via the internet.  
 

BASIC AGENDA 
 
WORKERS  
 
Early Registra on August 14, 2023 is noon to 5 pm. You will be given your group’s registra on bags with blank 
name tags and a sharpie to fill the tags out yourselves for your elders. 
 
Registra on opens 7:30 am August 15, 2023 where you will sign up for both days of the Workshops and the Pam-
per Me Centre appointments. 
 
Grand Entry begins at 10 am August 15, 2023. It will NOT be done alphabe cally, that is me consuming and hard 
on the elders. When your group is ready you will let the Grandy Entry organizer know and enter the procession. 
 
Welcome and opening prayer, welcomes from guest speakers, and sponsors will begin a er the Grand Entry un l 
lunch begins being served at 12 noon. Immediately following lunch there will be any remaining guest welcomes 
and we meet back in that main hall at 5 pm for dinner. 
 
There will be a Pamper Me Centre, a Therapeu c Touch Massage Centre of 25 prac oners, a Nurse’s Respite 
Centre with 25 cots to rest on for maximum 1 hr. per person, as well as the First Na ons Health Authority Health 
Screening Centre, we will have St. John’s Ambulance, and a vendor room with 64 info and cra  booths and we 
have 6 workshop rooms with very interes ng and relevant workshops for you to pick from.  
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FACILITY 
There are elevators, escalators, and air-condi oning, lots of washrooms, wide hallways, and water foun-
tains. 
 
DANCE 
 
We have a dance DAY 1 AUGUST 15, 2023  from 3:30 – 5:00 pm and 6:00 – 7:30 pm. 
 
KARAOKE AND CLOSING CEREMONY 
 
And we have an excellent karaoke entertainer in the a ernoon on AUGUST 1, 2023 and Open Mike with 
gi  cards to be awarded, and our closing ceremony from 7 to approximately 8 pm or so on August 16, 
2023. 
 
SEATING: FIRST COME FIRST SERVED ie those Registered First will be closer to the stage 
 
It has been decided that groups of 30 and up will have reserved signs on tables grouping them together. 
We all know that it is very difficult to be there for your elders if they are spread too far apart. We have a 
group of 120 and a group of 130 for example and they will have reserved tables of ten so that they can al-
so sit together and visit their family members. Groups slightly under 30 will have an individual person or 
two to both fill up their tables and so the individuals have people to chat with instead of si ng by them-
selves. Tables will be numbered and there will be a person to direct you to your sec on if need be. 
 
Water Sta on and Water Bo les 
There are cold water jugs on the tables at all mes. 
 
*Also, included on page 4 of the Elders Voice is the informa on page about the BC Elders Council—please 
send a representa ve for your group to this short AGM at the Gathering.  
 
*Past Kings and Queens who will be in a endance (please see list) please no fy us ahead of me or upon 
arrival so we know you are there, and we would appreciate it if you would all start the Elder’s Dance. 
 
*Also please find the Registra on Instruc ons for your review if you haven’t seen them set. Especially in 
regard to allergies and children, etc. 
 
*And there will be board games, Yahtzee, etc. available in the main hall during the day for elders who 
want to spend their me in the Main Hall. 
 
EMAIL VERSUS PHONE:  
Please email all ques ons to bcelders@telus.net there is really no me to return calls when running this 
event. 
 
All my rela ons,  
 
Donna S rling,  
BCECCS Coordinator,  
2023 Elders Gathering Coordinator,  
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47th Annual Elders Gathering (less 3 Covid-19 years) 
AUGUST 14th, 2023 (early check-in) With the EVENT AUGUST 15-16h, 2023 

 
Theme: “STRONGER TOGETHER”   

Loca on: Vancouver Conven on Centre  
HOST: BC ELDERS COMMUNICATION CENTER SOCIETY (BCECCS) 

PLEASE EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net 
  

ELDERS GATHERING: Registration Instructions 
 
Services at the Elders Gathering 
Please be advised that we had some complaints from the 2019 Gathering that elder’s support people, 
young people, were having their nails done and cards read by the mystics when elders were waiting-
and in some cases standing—while these support people sat in chairs in the Pamper Me Centre and 
at the workshops. These services are for the elders and are not covered by the registration fee, which 
only covers people’s food and the rental of the facility. Please advise all helpers that the services are 
for the hundreds and hundred of elders delegates and unfortunately not for them. 

 
GROUP LEADERS 
Please communicate with all of your Chief and Councils or Board of Directors at home in regards to 
the safety of your elders and the need to have enough support people per group with them. Some 
groups are very large and very under supported, which could be frightening if the workers are 
stretched too thin. 
 
Also please be advised that if an elder is too ill to travel then they shouldn’t be brought to Vancouver 
or to the Elders Gathering. This happened and the Respite Centre is not a care centre it is for 
napping for an hour only and is not equipped to do the kind of clean-up ill people can cause. 
 

Health Concerns/Allergies: Group Leaders are asked to make sure that YOU carry all 
relevent information about your elder’s health with you and that you stay with your elder’s group at 
all times during the event. In the past elders have been left by their workers, and that can’t happen 
again, especially as no one knows your elder’s needs better than you do, making it crucial that you 
are there with your group.  
 

And ALLERGIES need to be addressed and managed via you and your elders, as the risk is way 
too high to leave in anyone else’s hands, especially a host’s or foods department who is dealing with 
thousands of people for multiple meals.  
***The menu will be published the month before in the Elders Voice so all groups can prepare 
alternate meal components should your elders not be able to eat what is being catered at the event 
due to a severe allergy. 
 

CHILDREN: All Groups are advised that children are NOT invited to this event. Not only is there 
limited space for accommodations each year, this is an Elder’s Gathering and it is hard enough for 
the elder’s wheel chairs and walkers to get around sometimes without strollers, etc. in the path or 
kids taking up seating or eating food meant for elders. 
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***We are planning for well over a half million dollars in food and beverages for 2023, however 
ACCESS to meals will be strictly for registered delegates ONLY, i.e. registered elders, registered 
support people, registered drivers, and vendors and info booth people, not people’s family members 
that come along with them to the event. Unregistered people will not even be permitted in. 
 

INDIVIDUAL NAMES ARE NO LONGER NEEDED ON THE GROUP REGISTRATION FORM: 
Usually Elder’s names are required for group registration which causes huge time delays at Group 
Check-in when there has been an error in printing or someone’s name tag has been misplaced.  

Group Leaders will now be given blank name tags and sharpies to write in their Elder’s name and 
nation. Your Group Leader will just pick up the number of bags your group is registered for and be on 
their way, making Check-in much faster for everyone while not delaying the Grand Entry. 

 

BANNERS AND FLAGS: Group Leaders are encouraged to have a Banner made for their group. This 
is the way it was in the past and it makes the ELDERS extremely proud to enter behind their own 
Banner in the Grand Entry.  

 

***The Grand Entry will not be done alphabetically, Groups will simply assemble behind their 
Banner/Flag and go in when their whole group is together. A photographer will be taking quick 
pictures of each group as you enter behind your flag or banner and these pictures will once again be on 
our website for you all to enjoy and copy for your elders. 

 

VOLUNTEERS: The Venue this year requires all work to be done by the Convention Centre’s staff. 
We will only have a small number of volunteers but there will be at least 100 staff to serve the elders 
and support workers the 2 lunches and 2 dinners with dessert, coffee and tea included with this event. 

 
Registration Fees: Cheque or money order only. No etransfers or credit cards taken. 
 
***ON-SITE REGISTRATION WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE IN 2023.  

         
 *Group Leaders: PLEASE DO NOT SEND US YOUR ELDER’S NAMES OR 
MEDICAL INFO! 
 
THE LOGO for the 47th (2023) ELDERS GATHERING will be released in the Elders 
Voice as soon as we have one. 
 
KING AND QUEEN: Will be announced soon!! 
 
HAIRDRESSERS: We are also looking to build a list of hairdressers/stylists for the 
event next year. Hours are 8:30 am to 5 pm, AUGUST 15-16, 2023, and are paid posi-
tions which also include the 5-star meal package and parking, but not accommodations. 
Please email into the office if you can help with this in anyway. Please email: 
bcelders@telus.net 
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47th Annual Elders Gathering (less 3 Covid-19 years) 
August 14, 2023 (early check-in) With the EVENT August 15-16, 2023  

Theme: “Stronger Together”  
Loca on: Vancouver Conven on Centre, Ballrooms AB 

EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net  
PAY BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER ONLY – WE DO NOT DO ETRANSFERS OR CREDIT CARDS 

VENDOR REGISTRATION FORM 
(CRAFT Vendor spaces are for Indigenous Sellers) 

 
 

COMPANY:          _______________ 
 

ADDRESS:          ____________________ 
 

CONTACT NAME:         _______________ 
 

EMAIL:______________________________________________________________________ 
 

F.N./NATION:________________________CELL:___________________________________ 
 

TYPE OF CRAFT: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PAYMENT: FEE PER BOOTH SPACE IS $1,500 and includes the meal package for 1 person which will be 
delivered to the Vendor Area. These meals are 5-Star and will include 2 lunches, and 2 dinners (the 
meal package is NOT op onal, and it costs $400) outside food is not allowed to be brought into the 
VCC. 

 
· Vendor booth registra on fee is payable immediately with this form. The booth will be re-allocated 

a er 2 weeks if payment is not received. NO POSTDATED CHEQUES. 
· Method of payment – cheque or money order only – made payable to the BC Elders Commu-

nica on Center Society and mailed to 1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC. V9W 5W9.  
· Your cancelled cheque or money order stub will be your proof of payment, no invoices or re-

ceipts will be issued. Though you are welcome to confirm your booth at bcelders@telus.net 
a er payment is sent. 

· Vendors are advised to contact the office via email before mailing applica on in case there 
are no more spaces available, if you are filling out this applica on in 2023. 
 

SET-UP OF BOOTH: 
Booths are to be set up no later than 9:00 am on Tuesday, AUGUST 15, 2023. 
 
OPEN HOURS OF BOOTHS 
· MONDAY SET-UP 12:00 PM TO 5:00 PM, AUGUST 14, 2023 

· TUESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM Spaces will open for you at 8 am each day. NO earlier. 

· WEDNESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM (everything must be out of the vendor space by 11 pm) 
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GUIDELINES: 
 

· Vendors will also be required to donate 2 items, which will be collected at the me of check-in at the Ven-
dor Area, which will be used to honour the Reigning 2023 King and Queen and as giveaways for the Elders. 
 

· The 2023 Elders Gathering Core Commi ee, BCECCS Board of Directors and workers and volunteers are not 
responsible for lost or stolen items or injury. 

 

· Vendors may not sell food or drinks. 
 

· Vendors CAN sell raffle ckets throughout the 2 days of the Gathering, but are not permi ed to sell 50/50 
ckets, as this will be done by the BCECCS Society. Raffles are encouraged as the elders love them. 

 

· All Raffles must be registered in the Vendor Area at check-in, and all draws must be held the evening of   
AUGUST 16, 2023, on stage in the Main Gathering Hall at approximately 6 pm. 

 
· No burning will be allowed in the booths as some elders have respiratory ailments. 

 

· One table and 2 chairs will be provided for each vendor. Due to fire regula ons these tables will remain 
where they have been placed. And you may not switch booth spaces as they will be numbers with your 
name tag on them. 

 

· Electrical outlets will NOT be available for vendors unless you pay the fee for them. In 2019 it was $106 
each, if you need one, note that on the form and we will let you know the price next year when they know 
it and you can pay that part directly to the facility.  

 

· No ce of cancella on must be provided by July 1st, 2023.  Any cancella ons a er this date will not be issued 
refunds. 

 

· If a Vendor does not set-up their booth by 9:00 am on Day 1 (August 15, 2023) of the Gathering, the booth 
will be re-rented with no refund to the original Vendor. 

 

· There will be a wait list for anyone interested in a 2nd booth space and these will be assigned July 1, 2023 if 
there are some unrented. 

 
I have read and agree to all the above guidelines: 

 
 

          ________________________ 
Signature of Applicant     Date 

 
Please Mail completed Vendor Form with cheque or money order made payable to: 

 
BC Elders Communica on Center Society 

1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC, V9W 5W9 
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47th Annual Elders Gathering (less 3 Covid-19 years) 
August 14, 2023 (early check-in) With the EVENT August 15-16, 2023  

 
Theme: “STRONGER TOGETHER”  

Loca on: Vancouver Conven on Centre, Ballrooms AB 
EMAIL ALL QUESTIONS TO: bcelders@telus.net  

PAY BY CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER ONLY – WE DO NOT DO ETRANSFERS OR CREDIT CARDS 
 

INFO BOOTH REGISTRATION FORM 
 
COMPANY: __________________________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________ 

 
CONTACT NAME: ____________________________________________________________ 

 
EMAIL:______________________________________________________________________ 

 
CELL:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
TYPE OF INFORMATION: 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PAYMENT: FEE PER BOOTH SPACE IS $2,000 and includes the meal package for 1 person which will be 
delivered to you in the Vendor Area. These meals are 5-Star and will include 2 lunches, and 2 dinners 
(the meal package is NOT op onal, and it costs $400) outside food is not allowed to be brought in to 
the VCC. 

 
· The Info Booth Registra on Fee is payable immediately with this form. The booth will be re-allocated a er 2 weeks 

if payment is not received. 
· Method of payment – cheque or money order only – made payable to the BC Elders Communica on Center 

Society and mailed to 1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC. V9W 5W9.  
· Your cancelled cheque or money order stub will be your proof of payment. And you are welcome to confirm 

your booth at bcelders@telus.net a er payment is sent. 
· Vendor/Info Booth people are advised to contact the office via email before mailing applica on in case 

there are no more spaces if you are filling out this applica on in late 2023. 
 

SET UP OF BOOTH: 
Booths are to be set up no later than 9:00 am on Tuesday AUGUST 15, 2023 
 
OPEN HOURS OF BOOTHS 

 

· MONDAY SET-UP 12:00 PM TO 5:00 PM, AUGUST 14, 2023 

· TUESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM Spaces will open for you at 8 am both days. NO earlier. 

· WEDNESDAY OPEN 9:00 AM TO 9:00 PM (everything must be out of the vendor space by 11 pm) 
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GUIDELINES: 
 

· Vendors will also be required to donate 2 items, which will be collected at the me of check-in at the Ven-
dor Area, which will be used to honour both the Reigning 2023 King and Queen and as giveaways for the 
Elders. 
 

· The 2023 Elders Gathering Core Commi ee, BCECCS Board of Directors and workers and volunteers are not 
responsible for lost or stolen items or injury. 

 

· Vendors may not sell food or drinks. Vendors and Info Booths CAN sell raffle ckets throughout the 2 days 
of the Gathering, but are not permi ed to sell 50/50 ckets, as this will be done by the BCECCS Society. RAF-
FLES ARE ENCOURAGED AS THE ELDERS LOVE THEM! 

 

· All Raffles must be registered in the Vendor Area at check-in, and all draws must be held the evening on AU-
GUST 16, 2023, on stage in the Main Gathering Hall at approximately 6 pm. 

 
· No burning will be allowed in the booths as some elders have respiratory ailments. 

 

· One table and 2 chairs will be provided for each vendor. Due to fire regula ons these tables will remain 
where they have been placed. And you may not switch booth spaces as they will be numbers with your 
name tag on them. 

 

· Electrical outlets will NOT be available for vendors unless you pay the fee for them. In 2019 it was $106 
each, if you need one, note that on the form and we will let you know the price next year when they know it 
and you can pay that part directly to the facility. 

 

· No ce of cancella on must be provided by July 1, 2023.  Any cancella ons a er this date will not be issued 
refunds. 

 

· If a Vendor does not set-up their booth by 9:00 am on Day 1 (August 15, 2003) of the Gathering, the booth 
will be re-rented with no refund to the original Vendor. 

 

· There will be a wait list for anyone interested in a 2nd booth space and these will be assigned July 1, 2023 if 
there are some unrented. 

 

· There is also a further op on for info booths. If you would like your small pamphlet/brochure inserted into 
ALL the Elders Registra on Bags it will be done for a fee of $500 and must be shipped to the same address 
as this form by July 10th, 2023. 

 
I have read and agree to all the above guidelines: 

 
          __________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant     Date 
 

Please Mail completed Vendor Form with cheque or money order made payable to:                                       
BC Elders Communica on Center Society, 1415 Weiwaikum Rd. Campbell River, BC, V9W 5W9 
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ADDRESS: 
1415 Weiwaikum Rd. 
Campbell River, B.C.  

V9W 5W9 

BC ELDERS 
COMMUNICATION 
CENTER SOCIETY  

Phone: 1-250-286-9977  
Fax: 1-250-286-4809 

Toll-Free: 1-877-738-7288  
Coordinator:  

Donna Stirling 
Website:   www.bcelders.com 

Email: 
bcelders@telus.net 

ANNUAL BC ELDERS GATHERING INFO CORNER 

 
BCECCS HAS GONE  

PAPERLESS!  
 

ELDERS VOICE ISSUES  
ARE NOW EMAIL-ONLY  

 
AND POSTED ONLINE  

EACH MONTH AT-
www.bcelders.com 

DATES: THE 2023 ANNUAL ELDERS GATHERING 

WILL BE AUGUST 14-16, 2023  

PLACE: The Vancouver Conven on Centre 

FORMS ARE ON PAGES 14-23. 

OnÊtheÊlighterÊsideÊfromÊtheÊCoffeeÊNews 
Most people are shocked when they find out how bad I am as 
an electrician. 
 
Never trust atoms; they make up everything. 
 
Light travels faster than sound, which is the reason that some 
people appear bright before you hear them speak. 
 
My therapist says I have a preoccupa on for revenge. We will 
see about that! 
 
I’m reading a book about an -gravity. It’s impossible to put 
down. 
 
I told my wife she drew her eyebrows too high. She seemed 
surprised. 
 
Once again someone has added more soil to my garden. The 
plot thickens. 
 
Knock! Knock! Who’s there? Mission. Mission who? Mission 
you a lot. Wish’n you were here. 

LIBRA - The Harmonizer (Sept 23 - Oct 22)                                                                          
Nice to everyone they meet. Can't make up their mind. Have own unique appeal. Crea-
tive, energetic, and very social. Hates to be alone. Peaceful, generous. Very loving and 
beautiful. Flirtatious. Give in too easily.  Procrastinators. Very gullible.  


