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ATTENTION: Elders Contact People 
Please Make Copies of the EV Each 
Month For Your Elders, Chief & Council 
and Boards of Directors if possible. 
______________________________________________________________   

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL ELDERS BORN IN SEPTEMBER!
_____________________________________________________ 

DATES  of the 38th Annual Elders Gathering 
The dates for next years event have been announced as  

July 7, 8, and 9th 2014 and will be held at the  
Trade And Convention Centre in Penticton.   

Watch the EV for further press releases on the  
Gathering from the new host.  

All groups are encouraged to book your elder’s rooms a.s.a.p. 
_____________________________________________________ 
Re: Books for Bella Bella 
Greetings,  
 
Please help support UBC Pediatrician and literacy advocate Dr. Alisa 
Lipson in her quest to collect children’s books for the community of 
Bella Bella. As you may be aware, a recent fire in this city destroyed the 
town’s only grocery store, Native Arts shop, and library, which housed 
community treasures in addition to being a major source of children’s 
books. 
 
Dr. Lipson will be visiting Bella Bella from September 9 to 11 and would 
like to bring books for preschoolers and their families. 
 
To donate books or to discuss other ways to contribute, please contact 
Dr.  
Alisa Lipson at ablipson@mail.ubc.ca   Thank you for your support! 

EV’S 154th Issue! 



The following is a short list of Elders suggestions of what might be shared: Your local Newsletters/Upcoming Local 
Events/Prayers/Poems/Quotes/Comments/Storytelling/Drawings/Articles of Interest/Native Songs Lyrics/Wellness 
Seminars/Obituaries, etc. Submissions are best forwarded to me via email by the 15th of the preceding month. If you are 
interested in providing articles, please do so, I look forward to hearing from anyone who wants to contribute to the con-
tent of your newsletter.                                                                                                                                              Gilakasla, Donna Stirling 

What Can you please share? 

Easy Bakers Corner – Snickerdoodle Cookies makes 4-5 dozen 

‘PRESERVING THE PAST’ 

Preheat oven to 400°F. Line your cookie sheet with parchment paper. 

2 3/4 cup all purpose flour 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
1 cup unsalted butter - at room temperature 
1 1/2 cups granulated sugar 
2 large eggs 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
 
In a large bowl, whisk together the flour, salt and baking powder. In a second bowl beat the un-salted 
butter, and granulated sugar with an electric mixer until smooth. Add the eggs one at a time, beating 
well after each addition. Scrape down the sides of the bowl, and beat in the vanilla. Add the flour mix-
ture and beat until the dough is smooth. If it is too soft, cover the bowl and refrigerate until firm.  
 
Shape the dough into 1 inch round balls and coat the balls in the cinnamon sugar coating. Place them 
on the pan about 2 inches apart. Use the bottom of a glass to flatten each cookie to a 1/2 thick.  Bake 
the cookie for 8-10 minutes until light golden brown and firm around the edges. Remove from pan and 
place on a wire rack to cool.  Store in an airtight container for 10-14 days. If the cookies become too 
hard for your liking, place a piece of bread in the container - the cookies will absorb the moisture from 
the bread.  

Disclaimer: 
Health articles, etc. are provided as a courtesy and neither the BC Elders Communication Center Society’s Board/
Members or anyone working on its behalf mean this information to be used to replace your doctor’s and other profes-
sional’s advice. You should contact your family physician or health care worker for all health care matters. Information is 
provided in the Elders Voice for your reference only. And opinions contained in this publication are not those of Donna 
Stirling, Coordinator unless her name appears below the material. 

The First Ever Elder’s Website “Preserving the Past” is now online (as of Sept. 2002). Registration forms, booth forms, 
maps of the host territory, accommodation information, etc. concerning the Annual Elders Gatherings are available each 
year on the BC Elders Communication Center Society’s website www.bcelders.com as soon as they are made available 
from each new host community. 

As of Aug.1st. 2011 issues of your Elders Voice Newsletter will be emailed out to all contacts as well as posted on the 
website www.bcelders.com the 1st of each month. Although we mailed out the issues for almost 11 years (128 issues) we 
can no longer afford the cost to do so. Please email bcelders@telus.com to be added to the email list. Thank you  

COATING: 
(Mix in a bowl)  
1/3 cup white sugar 
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
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Support Fee from Dec. 1st 2011 – Nov. 30th 2012 
 

(In the past the fee has always been $250 yearly, but in these economic times it has become neces-
sary to ask groups to consider assisting more, if possible, to make up for groups who cannot help.)     
                                                                                                                 Your support is much appreciated! 

 
LEVELS OF SUPPORT 

 $1000 – Salmon 
$750 – Frog 

$500 – Sisiutl 
 $250 - Hummingbird 

SALMON LEVEL - $1000                                           
 
1. Tahltan Band Council 
2. West Moberly First Nation 
 
FROG LEVEL - $750 
 
1.  Lhoosk’uz Dene Nation 
 
SISIUTL LEVEL - $500 

 
1. Osoyoos Indian Band 
2. Nicomen Indian Band 
3. Vancouver Native Health Society 
4. Tale’awtxw Aboriginal Capital Corporation 
5. Tk’emlups Te Secwepemc 
 
HUMMINGBIRD LEVEL - $250 
 
1. Akisqnuk First Nation 
2. Weiwaikum Nation 
3. Laich-Kwil-Tach Treaty Society 
4. Kluhx Kluhx Hu-up (Westbank FN) 
5. Tsleil-Waututh Nation 
6. St. Mary’s Indian Band 
7. Stevens & Company Law 
8. Shxw’ow’hamel First Nation 
9. McLeod Lake Tse’khene Elders Society 
10. Xaxli’p Indian Band 
11. Seton Lake Indian Band 
12. Eniyud Health Services 
13. K’omoks First Nation 
14. Pacheedaht First Nation 
15. Tobacco Plains Indian Band 
16. Lhtako Dene Nation 
17. BC Assembly of First Nations 
18. Carnegie Community Centre 

BCECCS 13th Year GRATITUDE LIST 

19. Whispering Pines/Clinton Indian Band 
20. Ts’kw’aylaxw Elders  
21. Ki-Low-Na Friendship Society 
22. Bridge River Indian Band 
23. Carrier Sekani  Tribal Council 
24. Tl’esqox Health Centre 
25. Gitselasu Elders 
26. Ka:‘Yu:’k’t’h’/Che:k’tles7et’h’ Nation 
27. Quatsino Band 
28. Doig River First Nation 
29. Mamalilikulla Qwe’Qwa’Sot’Em Band 
30. Chawathil First Nation 
31. Skidegate Band Council 
32. Ts’lkt Elders -  Bella Coola Elders 
33. Lytton First Nation 
34. Lower Kootenay Band 
35. Pauquachin Band Health Society 
 
 
Donation 
First Nations Tax Commission 
The Story Telling Elders   
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Penticton Indian Band to host major gathering 
By Steve Kidd - Penticton Western News                                                   Published: July 12, 2013 1:00 PM  
 

At the 37th annual elder’s gathering in Prince George last week, the Penticton Indian Band was selected to 
host the 2014 version of the event. 

“We worked really hard to pursue that. It was a team effort from our elders and myself,” said PIB Chief 
Jonathan Kruger, adding that the ceremony handing over responsibility was an amazing experience. 

“We hosted an elder’s gathering back in 1997, where Joey Pierre and Caroline Pierre were the king and 
queen. And now we have a new king and queen, that’s Emory Gabriel and Vera Gabriel,” he said. “There is 
so much work that has to be done. Right now they are celebrating and when they get back the work starts. 
Already we are getting sponsors together. This is such a big event that we might have to get a coordinator 
to help us.” 

Kruger estimates there were about 3,000 elders from around B.C. and other parts of Canada at the Prince 
George gathering, but expects there will be more in Penticton. 

“Because Penticton is so beautiful, I am estimating probably 4,000,” said Kruger. “We got a huge standing 
ovation and they were all so happy. We already booked the Trade and Convention centre for July 7,8 and 
9.” 

Kruger expects the elders will come together with the PIB youth, administration and the other bands of the 
Okanagan Nation Alliance will come together to make the 2014 gathering a grand event. “We want to 
knock everyone's socks off,” said Kruger. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Good Morning; 
The Commission for Public Complaints Against the RCMP (CPC) is delivering information about our role to 
key community service providers in Canada. 
 
The CPC is an independent agency. We are not part of the RCMP. We make findings and recommendations 
aimed at correcting and preventing policing problems.  
 
The CPC assists citizens in making complaints and informally resolving issues relative to the RCMP. The 
RCMP is required to provide a written accounting to the complainant who, if not satisfied with the response, 
has the right to request an independent civilian review of the results of the RCMP’s investigation.  
 
If your agency is interested in learning more about the process we are available for interviews or to attend 
conferences and training events.  
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have. 
 
For your ease of reference please find attached a copy of our Guide.  
Sincerely,  
Lorraine J. Blommaert 
National Outreach Officer  
Commission For Public Complaints Against the RCMP 
Direct line: 604-501-4085 Cell: 778-558-9699 
Web site: www.cpc-cpp.gc.ca 
Email: lorraine.blommaert@cpc-cpp.gc.ca  
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Assembly of First Nations passes emergency resolution on nutritional experiments  
BOB WEBER From www.theglobeandmail.com 

The Canadian Press Published Thursday, Jul. 18 2013, 2:37 PM EDT  

Canada’s largest aboriginal group passed an emergency resolution Thursday based on a report that the federal 
government once conducted nutritional experiments on hungry native children and adults. 

The resolution at the Assembly of First Nations annual meeting in Whitehorse calls on the Harper govern-
ment to make restitution to those affected by the experiments conducted between 1942 and 1952 on 1,300 
people. 

The chiefs “condemn the action of the federal government for condoning, allowing and being involved in 
these deeply disturbing and shocking experiments,” said the resolution. 

It called on the federal government to “confirm that these experiments reveal Crown conduct reflecting a pat-
tern of genocide against Indigenous peoples.” 

Government officials have said Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s 2008 apology for the harm done by residen-
tial schools was intended to cover all wrongdoing against aboriginals. But chiefs at the meeting said that’s not 
good enough. 

The resolution said they “will not accept the apology as catch-all recognition for all federal policy past, pre-
sent and ongoing which have and continue to negatively impact Indigenous peoples.” 

It also demands the government release all records pertaining to any other tests on aboriginal people. 

“The chiefs-in-assembly call on the federal government to work immediately to provide Indian residential 
schools survivors, First Nations and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission full and complete access to all 
records held by the federal government on experiments conducted on Indigenous communities and Indige-
nous children in residential schools and Indian Hospitals.” 

The Harper government has resisted some document requests from the commission, which has been tasked 
with compiling a complete record of aboriginal experiences during the residential-school era. 

The resolution comes in response to a recently released paper by University of Guelph food historian Ian 
Mosby. He delved into historical documents and discovered federal scientists used malnourished and hungry 
aboriginals on reserves and in residential schools to study the effects of nutritional supplements. 

The subjects were provided or denied vitamins, minerals and some foods instead of being properly fed. Some 
dental services were also withdrawn because researchers were concerned healthier teeth and gums would 
skew results. 

Full disclosure of any records that could reveal other such abuses is essential to the commission’s work, said 
AFN National Chief Shawn Atleo.  

“That is in part the feeling you get when the government is attempting or not fully co-operating with the re-
lease of documentation – what more is there? Canadians need to be supported to understand the full truth so 
we can break this pattern of blaming, this idea that you break the leg of a person one day and the following 
day you blame him for limping.” 

Some of the experiments were first detailed in the May, 2000, issue of Anglican Journal. In that article, au-
thor David Napier interviewed Dr. L.B. Pett, who supervised the research for the precursor to Health Canada. 
Pett, a former head of the nutritional division of the health department, defended the study. 
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“It was not a deliberate attempt to leave children to develop cavities except for a limited time or place or pur-
pose, and only then to study the effects of vitamin C or flouride,” Pett told Napier. Pett added that results of 
the study were made available to the schools and communities that provided the test subjects. 

Pett acknowledged consent was not sought for the studies. 

Napier won a 2000 National Magazine Award for the series that included his work on the nutritional experi-
ments. Frank Tester, a sociologist and historian at the University of British Columbia who sits on the univer-
sity’s ethics board, said studies that involve withholding a nutritional element from test subjects remain com-
mon. 

“We often do research that involves comparative groups,” he said. “We approve this stuff all the time. 

“But, of course, consent is required.” 

The other, larger ethical lapse seems almost too obvious to mention. 

“I just think it’s unethical to go into a situation and say, ‘Oh my God. These people are starving and their 
health is bad and they’re not being served proper food’ – and not make a public issue of it,” said Tester. 
“They didn’t assume the public responsibility they should have assumed.” “That’s really unethical.” 

Tester said the idea of consent in the 1940s was weak. He guesses that similar studies were conducted in 
many schools. “Was it happening with non-aboriginal kids? Probably yes. And also appalling.” 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kids Made Deaf From Experiments in Canadian School by Zachary Stieber, Epoch Times     Aug.  8/13 
 
Some kids were made deaf by ear experiments done at a school in Kenora in the 1950s, according to a set of 
reports from 1954 that was just made public. 
 
The report, written by Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Reservation School nurse Kathleen Stewart, explores experi-
ments done on children with 14 different drugs to treat “ear troubles.” 
 
“The most conspicuous evidence of ear trouble at Cecilia Jeffrey School has been the offensive odour of the 
children’s breath, discharging ears, lack of sustained attention, poor enunciation when speaking and loud talk-
ing,” she wrote. In a follow up report, it was revealed that three of the children were almost deaf with no ear 
drums, while six lost hearing in one ear, according to CBC, which obtained the reports.  
 
A former student in the school, Richard green, told CBC that he remembers so-called nose drops used to treat 
what Stewart referred to as “mouth breathing.” 
 
“We had nose drops, there were some different kinds of pills that we took for nutrition, I don’t know what 
they were, I still don’t know what they are,” Green said. “The new information that’s coming out now, it’s 
been very troubling for the students who went there,” Green added. “It’s hard to process.” 
 
The documents only surfaced after the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada went to court to gain 
access to them. The two reports are part of a trove of 3.5 million documents, which commission researcher’s 
have begun reading through. 
 
The school was the site of many potential abuses, which are documented in a CBC report. 
From www.theepochtimes.com 
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No new apology for residential school experiments 

Conservative MP says 2008 apology covers everything that happened at resi-
dential school by Jody Porter, CBC News  

Posted: Aug 9, 2013 9:43 AM ET  

The government will not issue a new apology after revelations that children in residential 
schools endured medical experiments, according to Conservative MP Greg Rickford. 

Rickford's Kenora, Ont. riding is home to the former Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential 
school, where newly released documents show children were subjected to experimental treat-
ment for ear infections, in addition to the nutrional and dental experiments recently high-
lighted by a food historian. 

News reports this summer mark the first time many survivors learned the extent to which they 
had been subjected to experimentation. 

But Rickford told CBC News the residential school settlement agreement and the 2008 apol-
ogy from the federal government covered everything that happened at residential school. 

Students at the Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential School in Kenora were the subject of nutri-
tional experiments and exposed to experimental treatments for ear infections. Some became 
deaf. (The Presbyterian Church in Canada Archives)  

Rickford worked as a lawyer, representing more than 900 survivors in the Kenora area, before 
going into politics. 

"The apology itself that the Prime Minister made looked at the Indian Residential School as a 
dark chapter in Canada's history, it included a number of activities that were regrettable, un-
fortunate, and for which an apology accounts for that," Rickford said. 

"But more, or as importantly, that we live up to the agreements that all parties came to the 
courts with, avoided litigation and were satisfied at that time." 

But some survivors are not satisfied. 

Richard Green attended Cecilia Jeffrey Indian Residential School for nine years. 

He said the new revelations of medical experiments are troubling for survivors, especially 
those who have already gone through the compensation process, not knowing they were sub-
jected to medical experimentation in addition to other abuses. 

"I think the problem is that the onus is still on the children to remember all these events when 
they're four, five, six, seven years old," Green said. 

From www.cbc.ca/news 
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Aboriginal Canada and the Future of the Natural Resource Economy 

First papers in new series highlight the alternative futures facing Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal Canadians in defining new relationships around natural resource 
development 
 
http://www.macdonaldlaurier.ca/aboriginal-canada-and-the-future-of-the-natural-resource-economy/  
 
OTTAWA, 1 May, 2013 – Canada’s leading independent, non-partisan think tank, the Macdonald-Laurier 
Institute (MLI) announces today the launch of a signature project aimed at showing how natural resource 
wealth may be used to reset the relationship between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians. 
 
Canada finds itself today in the midst of one of the most important resource development booms in national 
history. The scale and intensity of resource development in Canada has buoyed the national economy in the 
midst of global difficulties; equally important, the vast treasure trove of Canadian resources provides solid 
assurance that the Canadian economy will remain robust well into the future. 
 
These exciting and important opportunities, however, hinge on Canada’s ability to establish fair, clear, and 
durable agreements with First Nations and other Aboriginal communities over natural resource development.  
 
In two landmark analyses released simultaneously by MLI, Ken Coates, Canada Research Chair at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan, and Douglas Bland, professor emeritus at Queen’s University, lay out the two stark 
options Canada now faces; the benefits of getting it right, and the consequences of getting it wrong. These 
papers set the stage for the Macdonald-Laurier Institute’s major new three-year project on Aboriginal Canada 
and the Natural Resource Economy. 
 
The paper by Ken Coates and Brian Lee Crowley (http://www.macdonaldlaurier.ca/files/pdf/2013.01.05-MLI
-New_Beginnings_Coates_vWEB.pdf) outlines the potentially positive future available if Aboriginal and non
-Aboriginal Canadians manage to find ways to collaborate on natural resource development, ensuring signifi-
cant benefits for all parties. Coates draws attention to the experience of Aboriginal engagement with resource 
development, growing Aboriginal empowerment over the last 40 years, and the constructive, mutually benefi-
cial collaborations that have emerged between Aboriginal groups, governments, and developers informed and 
shaped by recent court decisions and modern treaties. 
 
Aboriginal participation in resource development is essential for Canadian prosperity and for a fair and ap-
propriate pathway for the improvement of the situation of Indigenous peoples. The history of Aboriginal/non-
Aboriginal relations in Canada has not been kind to Indigenous peoples. They have borne most of the nega-
tive effects of resource development and settlement, with the impacts still painfully evident in the 21st cen-
tury. The legal empowerment of Aboriginal peoples in recent years has given the Indigenous governments 
much greater, if not absolute, ability to shape development projects to better suit community needs and aspi-
rations. It is vital that the historic pattern be changed and that models of more positive engagement come to 
the fore. This paper shows that, far from being a vain and pious hope, such models are already emerging and 
provide guidance on where to go from here. 
 
Coates’ analysis shows that decades worth of court decisions have laid the groundwork for legal frameworks 
upon which successful partnerships have been built. By building on past successes and learning from past 
mistakes, Canada’s economy can continue to grow on foundations that are economically sustainable, ethically 
justifiable, legally defensible and environmentally practical. 
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Douglas Bland’s paper (http://www.macdonaldlaurier.ca/files/pdf/2013.01.05-MLI-
New_Beginnings_Coates_vWEB.pdf) argues that Indigenous uprisings in the rest of the world rely less 
upon “root causes”, and more on their feasibility. Combined with real and perceived grievances of historical, 
political and social wrongs, Canada also possesses the key components present in other uprisings; 
 

Social fractionalization – The fractionalization along First Nations and non-Aboriginal fault-lines is obvi-
ous. Social life on many reserves is defined by poverty and its consequences.  

A “warrior cohort” - By 2017, 42 percent of the First Nations population on the Prairies will be under the 
age of 30, over twice their share in the non-Aboriginal community.  

Economic and resources factors - for Canada, the matrix of the economy, national resources and transpor-
tation is irreversibly vulnerable.  

A security factor – First Nations leaders also understand the reluctance in governments, in the Canadian 
Forces and police organizations (as demonstrated at Caledonia) to intervene in Aboriginal demonstra-
tions, even when there are urgent and lawful reasons for doing so.  

Geography – Canada remains a vast, sparsely populated country reliant upon key, strategic infrastructure 
but lacking sufficient security forces to control more than a handful of locations in the face of large 
unrest. 

 
However, Canadian governments have options available to them not only to avert such possible uprisings, but 
to continue to lead the world in economic growth through increased development of our abundant natural re-
sources, including working partnerships with the Aboriginal communities often situated close to resource 
sites. 
 

The Project 
 
The Aboriginal Canada and the Natural Resource Economy Project arises from a conversation MLI Manag-
ing Director Brian Lee Crowley and then-CEO of the AFN, Richard Jock, had about the need for Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal Canadians to be able to look to an independent and non-partisan source of thoughtful 
analysis about how all communities can realise maximum benefit from the opportunities the natural resource 
economy makes possible. The papers released today are just a small down payment on the wide-ranging work 
in this area that MLI will be releasing in the next three years. 
 

- 30 - 
 

The Macdonald-Laurier Institute is the only non-partisan, independent national public policy 
think tank in Ottawa focusing on the full range of issues that fall under the jurisdiction of the 
federal government. 
 

For more information: 
 
Sean Osmar 
Director of Communications 
 
Macdonald-Laurier Institute 
613-482-8327 x 103 
sean.osmar@macdonaldlaurier.ca 
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Reconciliation Canada 
Leading a historic call to action for Aboriginal peoples and all Canadians to come together 
to build a stronger, better Canada. 
 

Who We Are 

We are a catalyst for social change in Canada.  We are building new relationships among Aboriginal 
peoples and all Canadians – relationships built on a foundation of openness, dignity, understanding 
and hope. Our initiatives include hosting four major events that uphold and advance the work of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) BC National Event.  Together RCI and TRC events form 
Reconciliation Week in Vancouver from Monday, September 16th to Sunday, September 22nd.  
 
Born from the vision of Chief Dr. Robert Joseph, Gwawaenuk Elder, Reconciliation Canada is a chari-
table project established as a collaboration between the Indian Residential School Survivor’s Society 
(IRSSS) and Tides Canada Initiatives Society (TCI). 
   
Why We Need You To Get Involved 
The time is now to move beyond sorry and to move beyond misunderstandings. Reconciliation Canada 
offers an opportunity for all Canadians to renew relationships, based on a shared understanding of our 
histories and our cultures and walk a path together for a shared tomorrow. 
 
To 'reconcile' is to weave a stronger and more vibrant social fabric, based on the unique and diverse 
strengths of Canadian cultures and their communities. 
 
Our 2013 Goals 
o Reach close to half the population of B.C. (1.8 million people) 
o Conduct 40 community reconciliation dialogue workshops across the province 
o Gather 100 of B.C.’s First Nations in a symbolic event alongside of the community  
o Bring together 50,000 Canadians committed to walking a path together 
o Engage 1000 volunteers from across B.C. 
o Partner with 100 leading businesses and organizations 
 

Events and Initiatives 
To reach our goals, our events and initiatives this year engage people from every part of Canadian so-
ciety in an open and honest conversation about our diverse histories and experiences in order to build 
vibrant, resilient, sustainable communities. 
 
Community Engagement - From Nov, 2012 to Nov, 2013 
All across BC 
Founded on dialogue and inspirational storytelling, these workshops engage community leaders to dis-
cuss reconciliation; and to develop local models of reconciliation.  Most importantly, this unique pro-
gram gives participants new perspectives and a personal plan of action to promote reconciliation in 
their communities.  These workshops represent the groundswell movement towards building better  
relationships. 
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Lighting the Flame of Reconciliation - Monday, September 16, 2013 
To commence the Week of Reconciliation, a sacred fire will be lit followed by a ceremony and attended 
by our key partners. 
 

All Nations Canoe Gathering - Tuesday, September 17, 2013 
From Kits Point to the end of False Creek (adjacent to the Olympic Village) 
More than 100 traditional canoes and vessels from across BC are expected to attend this unique and 
visually powerful welcome ceremony.  Our Gathering will be culturally inclusive, with an invitation for 
Dragon boats, kayaks and other people-powered vessels.  
 

Walk for Reconciliation & New Way Forward Celebration - Sunday, September 22, 2013 
From Georgia Street, across the Viaducts ending at Creekside Park 
At what is gearing up to be a historic event, approximately 50,000 participants are expected to ‘walk 
the talk’ of reconciliation – all ages, all backgrounds, all faiths, all cultures –walking the 2km or 4km 
route.  The Walk and the Week of Reconciliation will culminate with a celebration marking a new be-
ginning and a show of commitment to continuing on the journey of reconciliation - featuring multicul-
tural performers and various festivities. 
 
Consider This  
On a purely economic scale, the urgency for change is real. Canada’s economy is facing a critical short-
age of skilled workers. And one of the fastest growing populations in Canada is urban Aboriginal 
youth living in communities rife with poverty, anger, despair and apathy. This under-20 group, half a 
million strong, need a positive message to help build a better future for themselves and Canada.  
 
In addition, there are Aboriginal groups and private enterprises that want to partner with each other, 
but are lacking in the knowledge or the language on how to actually get there.  Reconciliation Canada 
addresses both those issues and opens new doors for everyone. 
 

Get Involved!  
You can make a difference and be part of a historical moment.  Reconciliation Canada invites indi-
viduals, neighbours and community groups, businesses, government and other organizations to join us.  
Whether you are considering volunteering, registering for the Walk, building a Walk Team, fundrais-
ing or looking for partnership opportunities (financial and in-kind support are most welcome), we need 
you and will greatly appreciate your support!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Let's find a way to belong to this time and place together. Our future, and the well-being of all our children, rests 
with the kind of relationships we build today."  
 
~ Chief Dr. Robert Joseph, Gwawaenuk Elder and Reconciliation Canada Ambassador 

Learn more & Join Us.   

Visit us at: www.reconciliationcanada.ca or contact us at 
info@reconciliationcanada.ca  

or (604) 770-4434. 
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Positioning Aboriginal Women for Management Roles in Northern BC 
Filling the current gap in Training                                NEWS RELEASE   August 7, 2013 
 
First time offering of Aboriginal Leadership Program in Dease Lake  
 
NEW WESTMINSTER – Moving aboriginal women beyond front-line administrative roles to position them 
as leaders in their Northern communities is the focus of the Associate Certificate in Aboriginal Leadership 
being offered by Justice Institute of British Columbia (JIBC) for the first time this September in the small 
northern community of Dease Lake, B.C. 
 
The Associate Certificate is filling a current gap in training. It is aimed at helping aboriginal women advance 
their education and take on management and leadership roles. 
 
Dease Lake, with a population of approximately 375 (based on the 2006 census), has a relatively low (5.5 per 
cent) unemployment rate due to the number of resource-based projects (mining, run-of-river hydro-electric) 
in the area. 
 
Most of the previous training has targeted the trades. This program, as defined by the Canada-BC Labour 
Market Agreement, is specifically aimed at women who are not enrolled in high school or post-secondary 
training, are unemployed and not receiving Employment Insurance benefits, or are employed and low-skilled. 
 
The 15-credit Associate Certificate is designed as the first step toward a university path. Students who com-
plete the Associate Certificate can ladder into the Aboriginal Leadership Certificate, Aboriginal Leadership 
Diploma and the Law Enforcement Studies Diploma offered at JIBC. They can also transfer the credits to 
other post-secondary institutes including: Thompson Rivers University, University of the Fraser Valley, Ni-
cola Valley Institute of Technology and Royal Roads University. 
 
About 70 Aboriginal learners in Prince Rupert, New Westminster, and Greenville in the Nass Valley, have 
participated in the program which is offered in a culturally sensitive manner. 
 
Lectures are combined with role-playing, and small group discussions to support participants to explore how 
their personal history, cultural attitudes, and biases may have previously prevented them from returning to 
work or school.  
 
Many First Nations people do not have the resources to leave their community to further their education. This 
is especially true for women who have greater responsibility for children and family. 
 
Research conducted in 2010 by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives found that individuals who held 
master’s or bachelor’s degrees had about the same median incomes regardless of their cultural backgrounds. 
In 2006, the same study found that aboriginal women with bachelor’s degrees or higher earned more than non
-aboriginal women with equivalent education. 
 
JIBC will partner with The Tahltan Central Council, Tahltan Health & Social Services, the Tahltan Band, 
Tahltan Nation Development Corporation and Iskut First Nations. The First Nations Technology Council will 
be delivering computer workshops that will support the training. The program is funded by the Ministry of 
Advanced Education and the Canada-BC Labour Market Agreement. 
 
The program is set to begin in Dease Lake on September 3, 2013. For more information call JIBC at 
1.604.528.5647 or e-mail: aboriginal@jibc.ca  
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QUOTES 
Cheryl Matthew, JIBC “Through Indigenization efforts at JIBC we have been working to establish mutually 
beneficial and respectful partnerships with First Nations people across the province to provide culturally rele-
vant education that leads to capacity building for communities” said Cheryl Matthew, Associate Director, In-
digenization, JIBC.” 
 
Amrik Virk, Minister of Advanced Education “We are working to ensure Aboriginal people in B.C. get 
the post-secondary education and training they need to get good jobs, support their families, and meet B.C.’s 
labour requirements. JIBC’s Associate Certificate in Aboriginal Leadership program will provide students the 
tools they need to achieve their personal and professional goals.” 
 
Annita McPhee, President, Tahltan Central Council With six active resource development projects under-
way on Tahltan territory, the need for skilled employees to fill senior administrative and management posi-
tions has never been higher,” said Annita McPhee, President of the Tahltan Central Council. “These projects 
are creating unprecedented opportunities for Tahltan women to move into fulfilling careers at home. The 
Tahltan Central Council is pleased to have developed a relationship with JIBC to deliver a program that will 
support Tahltan women.” 
 
Quick Facts from a 2010 study by Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 
The income gap between Aboriginal people and the rest of Canadians only slightly decreased between 1996 
and 2006. The difference was $8,135 in 2006 compared to $9,428 in 1996. 
 
Aboriginal people residing in urban communities had higher median employment income than those in rural 
communities. 
 
• First Nations workers living off-reserve earned much more than those living on-reserve. However, the in-
come gap between First Nations workers and non-Aboriginal Canadians remained significant. 
• There was a minimal difference in earnings for Aboriginal people who have obtained bachelor’s degrees or 
higher when compared to non-Aboriginal Canadians with the same qualification. However, Aboriginal peo-
ple with high school education or less experienced significant income disparity. 
• Younger Aboriginal people who have attained post-secondary education fared economically better than 
older Aboriginal people with same qualification. 
 
Media Contacts: 
 
Sean Kelly, Senior Communications Manager 
Justice Institute of British Columbia 
715 McBride Blvd, New Westminster, BC, Canada, V3L 5T4 
Direct: 604.528.5885 
Email: skelly@jibc.ca 
Website: www.jibc.ca 
 
Cheryl Matthew, Associate Director, Indigenization 
Justice Institute of British Columbia 
Direct: 604.528.5648 
Email: cmatthew@jibc.ca 
 
Annita McPhee, President of Tahltan Central Council 
Annitamcphee@gmail.com 
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Union of BC Indian Chiefs  
DFO Favours Recreational Fishery and Ignores Constitutionally Enshrined 
Rights of First Nations 
News Release. August 13, 2013 
(Coast Salish Territory/Vancouver – August 13, 2013) The Union of BC Indian Chiefs stands in support of 
Lake Babine Nation’s request to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) for a closure on recreational 
fishing for sockeye salmon in specific areas of Babine Lake. 
 
Chief Bob Chamberlin, Vice-President of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs stated, “First Nations have consti-
tutionally-protected rights to harvest fish, yet here we see DFO continuing to allow priority to recreational 
fishing over our Aboriginal right for food, social and ceremonial use. This is simply inexcusable.” Chief 
Chamberlin continued, “DFO does not have the best interests of the health and sustainability of wild salmon 
as a priority within their policies. This is clear as they continue to ignore the Cohen Commission recommen-
dations and delay the implementation of the Wild Salmon policy which intends to conserve and protect these 
vital and important stocks for the benefit of all.” 
 
“The Harper Government and DFO must stop the continued Babine Lake sport fishery as well as stop of the 
continued Fraser River sport fishery,” stated Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of BC In-
dian Chiefs, “Salmon is integral to our cultures and livelihood and for DFO to continue to open these stocks 
to the recreational and sport fishers particularly when the sockeye runs are in mid-collapse is reprehensible. 
What about DFO’s mandate and obligation to protect the salmon? Where is the action to ensure that priority 
is provided to First Nations for these salmon as per our constitutionally protected rights? The decisions taken 
by DFO are illogical and we will continue to stand with Lake Babine Nation and other First Nations to pro-
tect what is sacred-wild salmon.” 
 
Media inquiries:  
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip (250) 490-5314 
Chief Bob Chamberlin (604) 684-0231 
 
 
UBCIC is a NGO in Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Na-
tions. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
QUOTE and PROVERBS 
“What comes from the heart goes to the heart.”                                                    Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
“Plan your work and work your plan.”                                                                      Norman Vincent Peale 
“To accomplish great things we must not only act, but also dream, not only plan, but also believe.”  
                                                                                                                                                                 Aristotle 
“Efforts and courage are not enough without purpose and direction.”                                                  JFK 
“The true, srong and sound mind is the mind that can embrace equally great things and small.”  
                                                                                                                                                    Samuel Johnson 
“Work is much more fun than fun.”                                                                                            Noel Coward 
“The girl who can’t dance says the band can’t play.” 
“Since we cannot get what we like, let us like what we can get.” 
“When the flag is unfurled, all reason is in the trumpet.” 
“Live with the wolves, and you learn to howl.” 
“When an elephant is in trouble even a frog will kick him.” 
“To know and to act are one and the same.” 
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Greetings to all Elders, 
We are a very new group of Elders who focus on working with youth within School District 43. We are 
made up of a varied group and welcome anyone who has knowledge they want to share or who just 
wants to be involved. 
 
We are looking for: 
· New members to join us 
· Contact information for other Elder Groups 
· When do you meet? Can we visit you? 
· Do you want to visit us? 
· What are you willing to share with us 
· What, if any, do you focus on? This would help us if there was a specific question that perhaps we 
cannot answer but you can 
 
We meet on Fridays at 11 a.m., in the Garden Room at Wilson Center in Port Coquitlam. Lunch can 
be purchased at the Center. 
 
Contact Carole @ 604-376-6205 or email us at thestorytellingelders@gmail.com 
All our relations 
The Story Telling Elders 
P.O. Box 612 - 1628 Industrial, Port Coquitlam, B.C., V3B 6H9 
Phone: 604-376-6205          
Email: thestorytellingelders@gmail.com 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UBCIC Shares Frustration of the Tahltan People                      News Release. August 16, 2013 

(Coast Salish Territories / Vancouver, August 16, 2013) The Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs Executive are very 
concerned by the developing situation in the Klappan, the Sacred Headwaters of the Skeena, Nass and Stikine 
watersheds involving Tahltan Elders, the Klabona Keepers, and Fortune Minerals Limited (TSX:FT). 
 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs stated "Fortune Minerals is propos-
ing a huge open pit coal mine that will destroy Mount Klappan and will greatly impact the whole ecosystem 
of the Sacred Headwaters. It is vitally important the deeply held ecological values and inherent cultural be-
liefs of the Tahltan People are at the forefront of committed discussions with the BC Government on the pro-
tection of the Klappan." 
 
Chief Bob Chamberlin, Vice-President of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs remarked "The response should 
not be a surprise to Fortune Minerals as Elders and leadership of the Iskut First Nation, Tahltan Band Council 
and the Tahltan Central Council have expressed concerns with a coal mine in the Klappan for some time now. 
Their collective and consistent message has been the permanent protection of the Klappan, the Sacred Head-
waters. We firmly support the permanent protection of the Sacred Headwaters." 
 
Councillor Marilyn Baptiste, Secretary-Treasurer of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs added, "In order for the 
Government of BC to find long-term solutions they must begin by meaningfully addressing the profound 
concerns of the Tahltan people. The Klappan is the Sacred Headwaters of three vitally important salmon-
bearing rivers of the North Coast - the Skeena, Nass and Stikine, and its long-term conservation is essential to 
the inherent rights of hunting, fishing and the continuation of the cultural traditions that have been continuous 
for generations from the headwaters to the Pacific." 
 
Media inquiries: Grand Chief Stewart Phillip (604) 684-0231 
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UBCIC Stands with Stswecem'c Xgat'tem and Esketemc. New Prosperity 
Panel Visits Little Dog Creek                                           News Release. August 19, 2013 
 
(Coast Salish Territory/Vancouver – August 19, 2013) Today, Chief Bob Chamberlin and Councillor Marilyn 
Baptiste will witness the formal presentations of the Stswecem'c Xgat'tem and Esketemc Elders, Youth and 
Leadership as part of New Prosperity Federal Review Panel's site visit to Little Dog Creek, the proposed 
crossing for the high-voltage transmission line for the New Prosperity mine. 
 
Councillor Marilyn Baptiste, Secretary-Treasurer of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs stated "The United Na-
tions' Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a vitally important and extremely relevant interna-
tional legal instrument for the New Prosperity Federal Review Panel. The Declaration provides a principled 
framework for Nations states, Provincial governments and companies like Taseko Mines Limited to under-
stand and work with Indigenous Peoples, as we have our duties and responsibilities to our grandchildren. In 
these hearings, Article 25 rings especially true:  

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive spiritual relation-
ship with their traditionally owned or otherwise occupied and used lands, territories, waters 
and coastal seas and other resources and to uphold their responsibilities to future generations in 
this regard." 

 
Chief Bob Chamberlin, Vice-President of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs said, "The Review Panel will once 
more behold the true value of the land and waters for the Stswecem'c Xgat'tem and Esketemc. The Cohen 
Commission named their final report 'The Uncertain Future of Fraser River Sockeye' to warn of the damag-
ing, collective and long-term effects on the wild sockeye salmon stocks of large-scale industrial develop-
ments like Taseko's New Prosperity Mine. The sockeye runs of the Chilko, Chilcotin and Taseko Rivers are 
major runs of the Fraser. The waters and salmon are the lifeblood of Indigenous Peoples that weave together 
virtually all of the Indigenous Nations in B.C. and are part of our inheritance which we will bequeath to our 
children yet unborn." 
 
"The Cohen Commission specifically reminded the Harper Government of their responsibility to conserve 
wild sockeye salmon stocks and of its statutory powers to protect the environment in which wild stocks live," 
remarked Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs. "As Indigenous Peoples 
we are obliged by strict Indigenous laws, deeply rooted beliefs and cultural values to act as stewards of our 
territories so that our future generations may enjoy and benefit from the environmental richness of the lands 
and waters. Our obligations are paramount to all else. The UBCIC fully supports the Stswecem'c Xgat'tem, 
Esketemc and the Tsilhqot'in Nation as they exercise their Title and Rights obligations in their territories, 
court rooms and panel hearings." 
 
Media inquiries:  
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip (604) 684-0231 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PROVERBS 
 
“Too clever is dumb.” 
“God could not be everywhere, and therefore he made mothers.” 
“Anger is as a stone cast into a wasp’s nest.” 
“When the cat and mouse agree, the grocer is ruined.” 
“They talk of my drinking but never my thirst.” 
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Lax water laws in BC highlights need for recognition of Aboriginal Rights & Title 

Joint News Release. August 21, 2013 
Chilliwack, BC, Sto:lo Territory -- There has been a lot of attention in recent weeks on BC's Water Act as the 
story broke about Nestle Waters' cost-free extraction of millions of litres of groundwater from the region 
known as Hope, BC. Not mentioned in the coverage to date is how Nestle operates on the traditional territory 
of the Chawathil First Nation; without compensation or consultation and without heed to the concerns of the 
Chawathil people. 
 
"It’s no different than the way business has been done in this province since Europeans first arrived; but its 
time 'business-as-usual' practices change, because they're not working for our community and its fundamen-
tally unlawful," stated Rhoda Peters, elected Chief of Chawathil First Nation. "We are not anti-business, but 
we want to see business operate in a way that respects our rights and ensures that our community is benefiting 
from the use of our lands and waters. Right now there is an opportunity for the provincial government to step 
up and do the right thing; to change what 'business-as-usual' looks like." 
 
Aboriginal Rights and Title are a core piece of the Canadian constitution, and yet under the BC Water Act 
First Nations rights are not recognized and their expertise on a local level is often disregarded. The Union of 
BC Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) have been at the forefront in advocating for the due respect and recognition of 
First Nations Rights and Title in BC. 
 
"We as Indigenous Peoples have rights and a sacred responsibility to protect water for our people today and 
for the generations that follow," said Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President of the Union of BC Indian 
Chiefs. "It is completely unacceptable for Nestle to remove water from Sto:lo Territory for free and without 
any consideration and consultation with the affected First Nations, particularly Chawathil First Nation. This 
issue certainly highlights the overarching failures and serious deficiencies of the provincial water manage-
ment system, in particular the obvious lack of recognition of Chawathil’s constitutionally-protected Title and 
Rights to their territories and resources. UBCIC fully supports the Chawathil First Nation and the continued 
call by First Nations for the Province to step up and meaningfully engage and consult with First Nations on 
water management issues." 
 
The WaterWealth Project out of Chilliwack, BC is another organization calling for an overhaul of the BC 
Water Act. 
 
"To bring water legislation in BC into the 21st century, recognition and reconciliation of Aboriginal Rights & 
Title is essential, but it also offers an opportunity for wide-spread spread benefit to all people who call this 
region home.” explained Larry Commodore, two-time Chief of the Soowahlie First Nation and Community 
Advisor to the WaterWealth Project. "First Nations can provide traditional ecological knowledge stemming 
from the generations of stewardship over our home waters. A step in the right direction for the BC govern-
ment should be to establish regional watershed authorities, similar to the Cowichan Watershed Board, provid-
ing a solution for First Nations and local governments to work together for mutual benefits.” 
 
For more information or to arrange interviews: 
Rhoda Peters, Chief, Chawathil First Nation, 604-869-9994 
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President, UBCIC, 250-490-5314 
Larry Commodore, Community Adviser, WaterWealth Project, 604-703-2984 
 
Additional Information:  UBCIC Submission to BC Water Act Modernization Initiative 
                                        http://www.ubcic.bc.ca/News_Releases/UBCICNews04301001.htm  
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Frail seniors' needs in ER missed 

Critical to connect seniors with chronic disabilities to home care supports  

By Amina Zafar, CBC News     Posted: Aug 20, 2013 4:47 PM ET  from www.cbc.ca/news 

 
Emergency departments often miss meeting the needs of frail seniors, says a Canadian geriatrics researcher 
who led a new international study that offers suggestions on improving care. 
 
The study published recently in the Annals of Emergency Medicine looked at nearly 2,300 patients with an 
average age of 82 in seven countries, including 532 in Canada. 
 
The loud environment of an emergency department may need to be redesigned for frail seniors, researchers 
say. (Richard Lam/Canadian Press)  
 
Prof. John Hirdes of the University of Waterloo's School of Public Health and Health Systems and his co-
authors found: 
 

 78 per cent depended on others for personal activites of daily living such as bathing or dressing, had a 
cognitive problem or had fallen in the past 90 days  

 49 per cent could not walk without supervision.  
 26 per cent showed cognitive impairment. 

 
"They may not come to the emerg because they're about to die, but they may come because they've got 
chronic disabilities, a high level of fraility and their caregivers aren't coping and they're coming there as a 
first point of contact for help," Hirdes said today. "Those folks are the ones that's its critical to connect prop-
erly with the home-care system and to reconnect with primary care." 
 
When a frail person comes to the chaotic and noisy environment of an emergency department, the risk for 
misdiagnosis, for example delirium as dementia, is high, he said. 
 
The researchers suggested managing seniors in emergency rooms differently, such as: 
 

 Expand geriatric nurses who receive specialized training in meeting the needs of older adults.  
 Consider seeing frail seniors in a separate, quieter and accessible area.  
 Use the short screening tool tested in the study to assess seniors' disability and need for referral. 

 
The screening tool is already used to assess patients for home-care in most provinces, Hirdes said. 
 
Dr. George Heckman is a geriatrician in Kitchener-Waterloo who works with Hirdes but wasn't involved in 
this study. Heckman said he gets a sense the findings are true in his practice. 
 

 Ageism in health care needs to end, doctor says 
 
Heckman teaches family health teams about dementia and heart failure that seniors face. 
 
"These are all really good, hard-working professionals but they've been trained in a system that doesn't allow 
them to recognize this," Heckman said, noting both doctors and nurses receive few lessons in geriatric care in 
their training. 

19  



"We really have to go upstream," to family medicine, Heckman suggested. "Start intervening there first be-
cause it's always less expensive to do it before the wheels fall off." 
 
The researchers called the study the most extensive international study of the characteristics and outcomes of 
older emergency department patients that they're aware of. 
 
The study was funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, Princess Alexandra Hospital Research 
Foundation in Australia and Bavarian Ministry of Environment and Health in Germany. 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Apples losing crunch due to global warming: study Relaxnews  

Published Saturday, August 17, 2013 10:56AM EDT From www.ctvnews.ca 

 

Global warming is causing apples to lose some of their crunch but is also making them sweeter, a study said 
Thursday. 
 
Analysing data gathered from 1970 to 2010 at two orchards in Japan, a research team said there was clear 
evidence that climate change was having an effect on apple taste and texture. 
 
"All such changes may have resulted from earlier blooming and higher temperatures" during the growth sea-
son, they wrote in the journal Nature Scientific Reports. 
 
About 60 million tonnes of apples are produced every year, making it the world's third most popular fruit. 
Previous studies had shown that global warming was causing apple trees to flower earlier, and that harvests 
were also affected by changes in rainfall and air temperature. 
 
The orchards used in the study produce the Fuji and Tsugaru apples, the two most popular kinds in the world. 
The farms are located in Japan's Nagano and Aomori prefectures, which had seen a mean air temperature rise 
of 0.31 and 0.34 degrees Celsius (0.5 and 0.6 degrees Fahrenheit), respectively, per decade. The orchards 
were chosen because there had been no changes in cultivars or management practices for extended periods, 
thus ruling out non-climate factors like technological improvements in the apple change. 
 
The data collected over the years included measures of acid and sugar concentration, fruit firmness and wa-
tercore -- a disease that causes water-soaked areas in the flesh of an apple. 
 
The analysis showed a decrease in acidity, firmness and watercore, but a rise in sugar concentration over 
time. 
 
"We think that a sweeter apple is a positive thing and a loss of firmness is a negative thing," study co-author 
Toshihiko Sugiura of the National Institute of Fruit Tree Science in Fujimoto told AFP. 
 
"We think most people like sweet and firm apple fruits, although everyone has his own taste. A soft apple is 
called 'Boke' in Japanese which means a dull or senile fruit." 
 
The study said that the results "suggest that the taste and textural attributes of apples in the market are under-
going change from a long-term perspective, even though consumers might not perceive these subtle change." 
The research claims to be the first to measure changes in the taste and texture of food as a result of climate 
change. 
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‘’New rival to AFN pushes ahead for indigenous sovereignty GLORIA GALLOWAY  
OTTAWA — The Globe and Mail 
Published Friday, Jul. 19 2013, 1:00 AM EDT  
 
A schism in aboriginal leadership is threatening to divide the Assembly of First Nations as a new alliance 
moves to convince native communities across Canada to choose its path to sovereignty from federal rule. 
 
Derek Nepinak, the Grand Chief of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, came away from a meeting of the new 
National Treaty Alliance in Saskatchewan on Thursday saying the members of the group will try to sell First 
Nations on an “empowered” approach for asserting treaty rights. They will be “asking people to decide, do 
they want an Indian Act future or do they want a future built on the Treaty Alliance, based on the sovereignty 
of our people,” Mr. Nepinak told The Globe and Mail. 
 
The focus of the Treaty Alliance will be the implementation of existing treaty rights as a way to move First 
Nations on the path to independence and away from the governance of the 137-year-old law that has become 
a target of resentment for native people. 
 
To emphasize his point, Mr. Nepinak threw away his Indian card. 
 
The alliance intends to meet again in October to solidify its structure. If all goes according to plan, it would 
later demand a meeting with Prime Minister Stephen Harper and set a 30-day deadline for a response. If the 
demand is not met, a campaign of action would be launched. 
 
The meeting of the Treaty Alliance this week at the Onion Lake First Nation was timed to coincide with the 
annual general meeting of the Assembly of First Nations in Whitehorse. Chiefs and their delegates had to 
choose which event to attend. The fact that many divided their time between the two meetings, and that both 
attracted about a thousand delegates, is an indication of the strength and the influence of the startup group. 
 
The organizers of the Onion Lake gathering accuse Shawn Atleo, the National Chief of the AFN, of talking 
privately with the federal government about issues that could affect treaty negotiations – something Mr. Atleo 
vehemently denies. 
 
The AFN is an advocacy group that represents the diverse interests of Canada’s 614 First Nations but has no 
authority to negotiate treaties. It also receives operating money from Ottawa. 
 
“The new Treaty Alliance is different,” Mr. Nepinak said. “It’s not going to rely on government of Canada 
money. We’re not going to be manipulated by bureaucrats and contribution agreements. We’re going to do 
this on our own.” 
 
Mr. Atleo, who says the AFN is also committed to moving beyond the Indian Act, has warned that the First 
Nations are stronger when they work together. In a telephone interview on Thursday, he said that the AFN 
and the Treaty Alliance did not need to compete and said the goals of both groups are the same. 
 
Some of those attending the Saskatchewan meeting said they did not see the Treaty Alliance as a rival to the 
AFN but a vehicle for asserting their treaty rights. And the native leaders attending the AFN meeting in 
Whitehorse sent an open letter Monday to those at Onion Lake, saying they are fully supportive of First Na-
tions driving the implementation of their own treaties. 
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“We made sure to express to those gathered in Onion Lake at Treaty Six Territory our respect, care and sup-
port and we included the word love and said we know we are pushing for the same things,” Mr. Atleo said. 
 
The AFN and the Treaty Alliance could work as complementary organizations for the betterment of the First 
Nations, he said. The question, Mr. Atleo said, is “how do we push in a concurrent manner in a way that is 
mutually supportive and yet respects the autonomy and diversity and sovereignty nations.” 
 
Perry Bellegarde, the AFN Regional Chief for Saskatchewan who attended both meetings, agrees. “People 
are looking always for that divisiveness,” Mr. Bellegarde said. “There are more things that unite us and we’ve 
got to focus on those things rather than the things that divide us.” 
 
But Mr. Nepinak said he could not speculate about what kind of role the AFN will have going forward. 
“I think what we’re seeing is a shift or an evolution back to fundamentals that we needed,” he said.  
 
“And I don’t just hold Shawn’s leadership responsible for this shift. I think we all own a piece of this and we 
have to consider the role that Mr. Harper has played in making many people wake up across the land in rec-
ognizing that we have to stand up and find new ways to assert our jurisdictions once again.” 
 
Separately, the AFN is calling on Mr. Harper to acknowledge the “horrors” of nutritional experiments once 
done on hungry children by increasing support for native child welfare. 
 
“We’re going to call on the Prime Minister to give effect to the words that he spoke when he said: ‘The bur-
den of this experience has been on your shoulders for far too long. The burden is properly ours as a govern-
ment,’ ” Mr. Atleo said in reference to Mr. Harper’s 2008 apology for residential schools. 
 
Recently published historical research says hungry aboriginal children and adults were once used as unwit-
ting subjects in nutritional experiments by Canadian government bureaucrats. 
 
With a report from The Canadian Press                                 Article from www.theglobeandmail.com 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL SURVIVORS SOCIETY 
 
We would love you have you as a member. Please feel free to share with as many people 
as possible in and around your area. PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE A NEW FAX 
NUMBER AS OF JUNE 1ST, 2013 
 
NEW FAX NUMBER IS 604-985-0023 NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER IS 604-985-4464 
TOLL FREE NUMBER IS THE SAME 1-800-721-0066. 
 
Regards, 
Grace Cameron | Office Manager/Finances 
Indian Residential School Survivors Society | 413 W. Esplanade Ave. |N. Vancouver BC| 
V7M 1A6 
(Phone) 604-985-4464 or 1-800-721-0066 | (fax) 604-985-0023  
Email: GraceCameron@irsss.ca| Website: www.irsss.com 
                                                                                                                                       Form on following page 
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ADDRESS: 
1415 Wewaikum Rd. 
Campbell River, B.C.  

V9W 5W9 

BC ELDERS 
COMMUNICATION 
CENTER SOCIETY 

Phone: 1-250-286-9977  
Fax: 1-250-286-4809 

Toll-Free: 1-877-738-7288  
Coordinator:  

Donna Stirling 
Website:   www.bcelders.com 

Email: 
bcelders@telus.net 

 

BCECCS HAS GONE  
PAPERLESS!  

AND NOW 
ELDERS VOICE ISSUES  
ARE EMAILED OUT TO 
ALL CONTACTS AND 

POSTED ONLINE BY THE 
1ST OF EACH MONTH! 

DATES  of the 38th Annual Elders Gathering 
The dates for next years event have been announced as  

July 7, 8, and 9th 2014 and will be held at the  
Trade And Convention Centre in Penticton.   

Watch the EV for further press releases on the  
Gathering from the new host.  

 
*Forms are not available from the host as yet, but we are all fortunate to have the venue 
and dates set so early so that everyone can book the rooms for their elders right away. 

ANNUAL BC ELDERS GATHERING INFO CORNER 

Annual Elders Gathering Grand Entry Photos are on:  
www.bcelders.com each year  

Myth 5: SUSPENTION ISN’T KEY TO YOUR CAR’S SAFETY 
 
Like your car’s brake system, the steering and suspension sys-
tems are key to your car's safety. Together, they largely           
determine your car’s ride and handling. Car Care Canada      
recommends having your vehicle’s steering and suspension    
systems checked regularly, at least once a year and usually with 
a wheel alignment. 
 
Over time, steering and suspension components wear out and 
require replacement. The suspension system maintains the rela-
tionship between the wheels and the frame or unibody, and     
interacts with the steering system to provide vehicle control. 
Regular checks are critical to the safety of your car. 
 
Here are some symptoms of steering and suspension wear: 
 
 Pulling 
 Uneven tire wear 
 Noise and vibration while cornering 
 Loss of control 

From Myth Slaying Guide www.carcarecanada.ca  

VIRGO - The Perfectionist (Aug 23 - Sept 22)  Dominant In relationships. Conserva-
tive. Always wants the last word.  Argumentative. Worries. Very smart. Dislikes noise 
and chaos. Eager. Hardworking. Loyal. Beautiful. Easy to talk to. Hard to please. 
Harsh. Practical and very fussy. Often shy. Pessimistic.   
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