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Volume 16 Issue 10 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL ELDERS BORN IN SEPTEMBER!! 

_________________________________________ 

41st Annual BC Elders Gathering ‐ July 11‐13, 2017 
Strathcona Gardens Recreation Complex,           

Campbell River, BC.  

The Reigning 2017 King and Queen are 
Allan (Ollie) & Edwina Henderson  

of the Wei Wai Kum Nation  

(Reg. and Vendor Forms are not available yet) 

EV’S 190th Issue! ATTENTION: Elder’s Contact People 
Please Make Copies of the EV Each 
Month For Your Elders, Chief & 
Council or Board of Directors. 

Our Grateful Appreciation 
To: The First Nations Health Authority For Continuing to Help Support 
Your Provincial Aboriginal Elders Office, Gilakasla, BCECCS 



The following is a short list of Elders suggestions of what might be shared: Your local Newsletters/Upcoming Local 
Events/Prayers/Poems/Quotes/Comments/Storytelling/Drawings/Articles of Interest/Native Songs Lyrics/Wellness 
Seminars/Obituaries, etc. Submissions are best forwarded to me via email by the 15th of the preceding month. If you are 
interested in providing articles, please do so, I look forward to hearing from anyone who wants to contribute to the con-
tent of your newsletter.                                                                                                                                              Gilakasla, Donna Stirling 

What Can you please share? 

Easy Bakers Corner – Russian Tea Cakes yields about 4 dozen 

‘PRESERVING THE PAST’ 

When ready to bake, preheat oven to 400°F. 
 
Mix 1 cup butter, softened, 1/2 cup icing sugar, and 1 tsp. of vanilla thoroughly.  
 
Sift together 2 1/4 cups sifted all-purpose flour and 1/4 tsp. of salt.  
 
Add to creamed mixture, and stir in 3/4 cup of finely chopped nuts. Chill dough. 
 
Roll dough into 1 inch balls and place on ungreased baking sheet. (Cookies do not 
spread). 
 
Bake 10-12 minutes or until set but NOT brown.  
 
While still warm roll in additional icing sugar.  Cool.  
 
Roll in icing sugar again.  
 
Enjoy! 

Disclaimer: 
Health articles, etc. are provided as a courtesy and neither the BC Elders Communication Center Society’s Board  
Members or anyone working on its behalf mean this information to be used to replace your doctor’s and other profes-
sional’s advice. You should contact your family physician or health care worker for all health care matters. Information is 
provided in the Elders Voice for your reference only. And opinions contained in this publication are not those of Donna 
Stirling, Coordinator unless her name appears below the material. 

The First Ever Elder’s Website “Preserving the Past” is now online (as of Sept. 2002). Registration forms, booth forms, 
maps of the host territory, accommodation information, etc. concerning the Annual Elders Gatherings are available each 
year on the BC Elders Communication Center Society’s website www.bcelders.com as soon as they are made available 
from each new host community. 

As of Aug.1st. 2011 issues of your Elders Voice Newsletter will be emailed out to all contacts as well as posted on the 
website www.bcelders.com the 1st of each month. Although we mailed out the issues for almost 11 years (128 issues) we 
can no longer afford the cost to do so. Please email bcelders@telus.com to be added to the email list.  Thank you  

2  



Support Fee from Nov. 1st 2015 – Oct. 31st 2016 
(In the past the fee has always been $250 yearly, but in these economic times it has become neces-
sary to ask groups to consider assisting more, if possible, to make up for groups who cannot help.)     

Your support is much appreciated! 
 

LEVELS OF SUPPORT 
 $15,000 - Thunderbird  
$10,000 - Killer Whale 

$5,000 - Eagle 
$1000 – Salmon 

$750 – Frog 
$500 – Sisiutl 

 $250 - Hummingbird 
 
Thunderbird Level - $15,000 
1. First Nations Health Authority 
 
Killer Whale Level - $10,000 
1.  
 
Eagle Level - $5,000 
1. Provincial Health Services Authority 
2.  
 
SALMON LEVEL - $1,000                                           
1. Lhoosk’uz Dene Nation 
2. Kwakiutl Band Council 
3. Halfway River First Nation 
4. Neskonlith Indian Band 
 
FROG LEVEL - $750 
 
1. Tale’awtxw Aboriginal Capital Corporation 
2. Westbank First Nation 
3.  
 
SISIUTL LEVEL - $500 
 
1. Tk’emlups Te Secwepemc 
2. Weiwaikum First Nation 
 
 
HUMMINGBIRD LEVEL - $250 
 
1. BC Association of Community Response Networks 
2. Chawathil First Nation 
3. Hailika’as Heiltsuk Health Centre Society 
4. Spuzzum First Nation 

BCECCS 16th Year GRATITUDE LIST 

5. Ki-low-na Friendship Society 
6. Mamalilikulla Qwe’Qwa’Sot’Em Band 
7. St. Mary’s Indian Band 
8. K’omoks Health Centre 
9. Irving K. Barber BC Scholarship Society 
10. First Nations Tax Commission 
11. Doig River First Nation 
12. Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council 
13. Skidegate Band Council 
14. Osoyoos Indian Band 
15. First Nations Tax Commission 
16. Da’naxda’xw First Nation 
17. Neskonlith Indian Band 
18. Adams Lake Indian Band 
19. Tsleil Waututh Nation 
20. Lhtako Dene Nation 
21. Chief Harvey Paul for Sts’ailes Band 
22. Whispering Pines/Clinton Indian Band 
23. Halalt First Nation 
24. Lower Kootenay Band Health 
25. BC Aboriginal Friendship Centres 
26. Tl’esqox Band Health 
27. Ts’kw’aylaxw Elders 
28. Ki-low-na Friendship Society 
29. Dzawada’enuxw First Nation 
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TO: THE ELDERS OF ALL NATIONS IN BC, First Nations Community Members 
 

IT IS WITH THE GREATEST HONOUR THAT WE ANNOUNCE THAT 
 

THE BC ELDERS COMMUNICATION CENTER SOCIETY HAS BEEN AWARDED 
 

The 41st Annual BC Elders Gathering 

Dates: July 11‐13, 2017  

Location: Strathcona Gardens Recreation Complex, Campbell River, BC.  

 

 

We Are Extremely Proud To Announce That 
 

Allan (Ollie) & Edwina Henderson of the Wei Wai Kum Nation  
 

ARE NOW THE REIGNING KING AND QUEEN  
 

Of The 2017 41st Annual BC Elders Gathering 
 

(Nations wishing to book the Royal Couple are invited  
to email Donna Stirling at bcelders@telus.net) 

 
 

The BCECCS will have been operating here for 18 years by the time Campbell River, and 
Vancouver Island, welcome the provincial elders back for the 2nd time and we all couldn’t 
be more excited or proud to have the Cities of Campbell River, Courtenay, Comox and Cum‐
berland’s complete support for Your Gathering!  
 
*Rooms in CR and the Comox Valley areas are all booked now. Groups began booking while 
we were still on stage accepting the event in Williams Lake.  
 
At this point, look to Parksville, Qualicum, or Nanaimo for rooms, but book immediately 
and make sure everything is held with a credit card to secure your reservations.  
 
Forms will be available soon in the EV, but book your rooms now! 
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On behalf of our Union of BC Indian Chiefs, Elders, Women & Youth; members 
of our Chief's Council; we take this opportunity to express our profound sense 
of shock, sadness and loss in relation to the untimely passing of Chief Marjorie 
McRae. 

Chief McRae was an amazing Leader who was relentless and unwavering in her 
efforts to protect the interests and rights of Indigenous Women, Children & 
Families and Indigenous Youth. 

Chief McRae was a tireless warrior in her ongoing battles to defend the integ‐
rity of our Indigenous Land Rights and Aboriginal Title interests to our territo‐
ries. 

We shall greatly miss Chief McRae's powerful leadership and her strong sense 
of integrity in regard to how she carried forward her duties and responsibilities 
of office. 

We humbly offer our prayers and sincere condolences to Chief McRae's family; 
community and Nation. 

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip 
President 
Union of BC Indian Chiefs 
 
========= 

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting that donations be made which will go 
toward both the Marj McRae Scholarship and Skeena Ice Arena. https://
www.facebook.com/Marj‐McRae‐Memorial‐Page‐1552679185041335/  
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August 2016 
 

Community Update 
PWD Rates and Transportation Support Allowance 

 
In June, we sent you an update about the changes to the bus pass program for 
people receiving the Persons with Disabilities benefit (PWD). These changes 
begin on September 1st 2016. We thought you would find it useful to see the 
new PWD rate system as it incorporates the $52 Transportation Support Allow-
ance.  

This table shows the new maximum support, shelter, and transportation sup-
port allowance rates for PWD recipients. Please note that the two amounts in 
the “Benefits Total,” column indicate the different amounts a person will re-
ceive with and without the cash Transportation Support Allowance. 

 
 
*PWD recipient takes Transportation Support Allowance in cash 
**PWD recipient uses Transportation Support Allowance for a bus pass 

Household Size  
and Type 

Support Shelter 
Maximum 

Transportation 
Support Allowance 

Benefits  
Total 

Single Person $556.42 $375.00 $52.00 *$983.42 

**$931.42 

Couple: One receives 
PWD 

$725.56 $570.00 $52.00 $1,347.56 

$1,295.56 

Couple: Both receive 
PWD 

$999.06 $570.00 $104.00 $1,673.06 

$1,569.06 

Two-parent family: One 
child, one person re-
ceives PWD 

$819.56 $660.00 $52.00 $1,531.56 

$1,479.56 

Two-parent family: One 
child, both receive PWD 

$1,093.06 $660.00 $104.00 $1,857.06 

$1,753.06 

One-parent family: one 
child 

$697.08 $570.00 $52.00 $1,319.08 

$1,267.08 

Household Size  
and Type 

Support Shelter 
Maximum 

Transportation 
Support Allowance 

Benefits  
Total 

Single Person $556.42 $375.00 $52.00 *$983.42 

**$931.42 

Couple: One receives 
PWD 

$725.56 $570.00 $52.00 $1,347.56 

$1,295.56 

Couple: Both receive 
PWD 

$999.06 $570.00 $104.00 $1,673.06 

$1,569.06 

Two-parent family: One 
child, one person re-
ceives PWD 

$819.56 $660.00 $52.00 $1,531.56 

$1,479.56 

Two-parent family: One 
child, both receive PWD 

$1,093.06 $660.00 $104.00 $1,857.06 

$1,753.06 

One-parent family: one 
child 

$697.08 $570.00 $52.00 $1,319.08 

$1,267.08 
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People who receive the Comforts Allowance, Room and Board, or PWD top-
up will receive the $25 increase and have the choice between a bus pass or 
the Transportation Support Allowance in cash.  
 
And just as a reminder from our last update, PWD recipients can switch back 
and forth between the bus pass and the Transportation Allowance. To do this 
they need to contact the Ministry by the 5th of the previous month to let them 
know (e.g. contact the Ministry by October 5th to start or stop the bus pass for 
November).  
 
Three ways to contact the Ministry about the Bus Pass 
 
By Phone: Monday to Friday, 9 am - 4 pm, 1-866-866-0800.   
 
By Email:  The BC Bus Pass Program at SDSIBUSPA@gov.bc.ca. Allow up to 
five business days to receive an email response.    
 
Online via My Self Serve: My Self Serve at www.myselfserve.gov.bc.ca, once 
registered. 
 

___________________ 
 
If you have any questions about this information, please contact Advocacy 
Access Program Director Sam Turcott at 604-872-1278 or 1-800-663-1278. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
JOKE from www.laughfactory.com 
 
This is the true story of George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi, who was going to bed when his wife 
told him that he'd left the light on in the shed. George opened the door to go turn off the light but saw 
there were people in the shed in the process of stealing things.  
 
He immediately phoned the police, who asked, "Is someone in your house?" and George said, "No," 
and explained the situation. Then they explained that all patrols were busy, and that he should     
simply lock his door and an officer would be there when available. George said, "Okay," hung up, 
counted to 30, and phoned the police again. 
 
"Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago because there were people in my shed. Well, you don't 
have to worry about them now because I've just shot them all."Then he hung up. Within five minutes 
three squad cars, an Armed Response unit, and an ambulance showed up.  
 
Of course, the police caught the burglars red-handed. One of the policemen said to George, "I 
thought you said that you'd shot them!" George said, "I thought you said there was nobody        
available!"  
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HarbourCats hit a homerun with tobacco-

free partnership  

 
VICTORIA – Island Health and the Victoria 
HarbourCats baseball club are teaming up to 
knock chewing tobacco out of the park this 
summer, educating youth, players and fans 
about the benefits of tobacco free sports – espe-
cially the dangers of smokeless tobacco prod-
ucts.  

Known as “chew,” “dip,” or “snuff,” chewing 
tobacco is a type of smokeless tobacco product 
consumed by approximately 8% of Canadians, 
15 and older. People who use chewing tobacco 
are 50% more likely to acquire mouth cancers 
compared to those who do not use.  

Island Health’s Tobacco Prevention and Control 
program will provide an in-service educational 
training program for youth attending baseball 
camps with the team throughout the summer. 
The partnership also features tobacco-free pro-
motions at each home game in Victoria, includ-
ing video messages recorded by members of the 
team.  

The HarbourCats’ commitment to keep dip and 
chew out of the park will help players stay 
healthy, and sends a positive message to young 
fans who are watching from the stands, says Dr. 
Murray Fyfe, Island Health’s Medical Health 
Officer.  

“We’re rooting for the HarbourCats to have a 
very successful season and we're thrilled to part-
ner with the team to promote a sport that is free 
from the harms of tobacco,” Dr. Fyfe says. 
“They know, as we do, that tobacco – especially 
chewing tobacco – is a guaranteed strikeout. 
Tobacco has no place in the great game of base-
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A Call to Action to the Government of Canada by participants at the AFN-
AGA July 2016 
 
Drafted at U of A Language Conference 
 
Whereas: 
In 2000, the Assembly of First Nations declared a State of Emergency on Indigenous Languages of 
Canada due to the dire conditions of Indigenous languages in Canada at the time, a state that has since 
that time further deteriorated, in spite of courageous efforts by community language champions, eld-
ers, youth and fluent  speakers to stem the tide of Indigenous language loss with little or no resources. 
 
Whereas: 
In 2003-2005 the Canadian government, through the Department of Canadian Heritage launched a Na-
tional Task Force on Aboriginal Languages and Cultures (TFALC) to long-term revitalize Canada’s 
Indigenous languages, many of which were and still are critically endangered.  
 
Whereas: 
In 2005, the TFALC submitted its detailed task force report “Towards a New Beginning:  A Founda-
tional Report for a Strategy to Revitalize First Nation, Inuit and Metis Languages and Cultures.” This 
report contained 25 recommendations.   
 
Whereas: 
The Canadian Government in 2003 earmarked $ 160 million as interim funding towards the TFALC 
findings and recommendations. 
 
Whereas: 
In Fall 2005, the newly elected Conservative government shelved the Task Force Report and removed 
the $160 million funding from the fiscal framework.  
 
Whereas: 
In the Fall 2015, the newly elected Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said in his mandate letter to Minis-
ter Carolyn Bennett, the newly appointed Minister of Indigenous Affairs, “No relationship is more im-
portant to me and to Canada than the one with Indigenous Peoples. It is time for a renewed, nation-to-
nation relationship with Indigenous Peoples, based on recognition of rights, respect, co-operation, and 
partnership. To support the work of reconciliation, and continue the necessary process of truth telling 
and healing, work with provinces and territories, and with First Nations, the Métis Nation, and Inuit, 
to implement recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, starting with the imple-
mentation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” 
 
In addition, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau stated in his Mandate letter to the Hon. Melanie Joly, the 
newly appointed Minister of Canadian Heritage that he would  
“Work in collaboration with the Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs to provide new funding 
to promote, preserve and enhance Indigenous languages and cultures.” 
 
We, the undersigned therefore urgently call on the Government of Canada to: 
 
1- implement the mandate given by Prime Minister Trudeau in his Mandate letters to the Hon. Caro-
lyn Bennett and the Hon. Melanie Joly to provide adequate funding to revitalize Canada’s Indigenous 
languages.  
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2- implement the UNDRIP and the TRC calls to action with legislative protection and regulation, and 
with adequate long term sustained resourcing for Indigenous languages of Canada; 
3- implement the recommendations of the Task Force on Aboriginal Languages and Cultures and rein-
state the interim funding a minimum of $ 160 million. The TRC Calls to Action, the UNDRIP and the 
TFALC report provide sufficient information for legislative protection and implementation, therefore 
no new studies are needed.  
 
The undersigned calls on Prime Minister Trudeau, Hon. Carolyn Bennett and the Hon. Melanie Joly to 
take up on this call to action without further delay.   
 
  Name   Affiliation      E-mail             Signature 

 
      

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

17  



 

18  



 

19  



11 of the Most Ignored Symptoms of Breast Cancer from www.msn 

It's not just about checking for lumps. 

Nipple tenderness or discharge 
Are your nipples slightly sore or somewhat painful to touch? Are they discharging fluid that is not breast 
milk? 
 
Change in skin texture or enlargement of skin pores 

Some describe cancerous breast skin taking on the texture of an orange peel  
 
A sore that does not heal 

Though you apply ointment or antibiotics, does the sore persist? 

 
A cough or hoarseness that doesn't go away 

Did the cough come out of nowhere (so is unrelated to recovery from a cold or the flu) and is just hanging 
on? 
 
Changes in your bladder or bowels 

Have your bowel movements gotten irregular? Are you suffering from diarrhea or constipation for no appar-
ent reason? 
 
Loss of energy 

Are you feeling very weak or tired, no matter how much sleep you're getting? 
 
Weight changes 

Have you gained or lost a noticeable amount of weight for no reason?  
 
A lump in your armpit 

Have you discovered a lump in your armpit, rather than your breast? Breast tissue extends as far as the arm-
pits; cancerous lumps won't necessarily be restricted to the breast.  
 
Irregular size 

Has one breast gotten noticeably larger than the other? 
 
Persistent itching 

Itchiness that won't go away could point to fluid build-up, poor lymph function, or your body trying to create 
new blood vessels for breast tumors, warns BreastCancer.org. 
 
Upper back pain 

Are you suffering from back pain that doesn't ease up with stretching, chiropractic treatment, or rest? Breast 
cancer can cause back pain when tumors grow and push on nerves and ligaments, or when the cancer metas-
tasizes, becoming bone cancer.  
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When Should You Make An Appointment to See Your Doctor? 
 
You'll be more likely to know if these symptoms could suggest a problem if you're actually familiar with 
what your breasts usually look and feel like, so don't be shy. Inspect your breasts regularly; a few days after 
your period if you still have one, or around the same day of every month if you don't. During your monthly 
self-exam, look at your nipples and breast skin, and gently squeeze your breasts and the tissue around the 
breast for lumps. About 20 percent of the time, breast cancers are found by physical examination rather than 
by mammography, reports BreastCancer.org, so don't overlook this important self-care tool. And remember 
to examine the area of your armpit as well. Breastcancer.org recommends checking from your collarbone to 
the top of your abdomen, and from your armpit to your cleavage. Here's how to do a thorough breast exam on 
yourself.  
 
Speaking of mammography, follow your doctor's recommendations on how often to get a mammogram. This 
technology can be essential in detecting cancers that both do and don't produce lumps. 
 
By Diane MacEachern Woman’s Day 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Children as young as three 'worry about being fat or ugly'  
The Independent by Rachel Pells from www.msn.com  
 
Children as young as three are showing signs of being unhappy with their appearance and bodies, a 
childcare charity has warned. 
 
Almost a third of nursery and school staff said they had heard a child label themselves as “fat” while 
10 per cent said they had heard a child say they felt ugly. 
 
Nearly a quarter of those surveyed said they had “seen signs” children aged between three and five 
were “unhappy with their appearance or bodies” and this figure almost doubled to nearly half of six- 
to 10-year-olds. 
 
More than half said they noticed that girls were more conscious of their looks than boys. 
 
The research, carried out by the Professional Association for Childcare and Early Years (Pacey), sug-
gests worries around image and weight begin before a child has even started school, and highlights 
concerns that children are becoming anxious at a younger age than before. 
 
An adviser to the group, Dr Jacqueline Harding, said more research was needed in the area but specu-
lated “contributing factors” were likely to include television and images in story books and animations. 
 
Dr Harding said: “By the age of three or four some children have already pretty much begun to make 
up their minds - and even hold strong views - about how bodies should look.” 
 
“There is also research evidence to suggest that some 4-year-olds are aware of strategies as to how to 
lose weight.” 
 
She added: “We know for sure that early experiences matter the most and we need to be very careful 
about how (even inadvertently) we signal to children that they should think negatively about their bod-
ies and how they look. 
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The report from Pacey advises parents to be aware that even very young children can be influenced by 
the way they talk about their own body and appearance, and that parents and peers are likely to be the 
biggest influences of all. 
 
Nick Harrop, Campaigns Manager at YoungMinds children’s mental health and wellbeing charity, 
said: “It’s alarming that some children as young as three are already unhappy with their appearance.” 
 
“Childhood is when our mental health is developed and patterns are set for the future – so it’s crucial 
that parents reassure their children about how they look, set a positive example and build their self-
esteem.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

After Stray Dog Joins Runner On Grueling 155-
Mile Race, He Fights to Bring Her Home 
Inside Edition 
Deborah Hastings 

A little yellow dog just showed up at the starting line of an extreme marathon and ended up running 
straight into the heart of competitor Dion Leonard. 

But it’s become a long-distance affair wrapped in red tape as Leonard, who lives in Scotland, fights to 
bring home the pup he named Gobi, who lives in China. 

They met in March at the 4 Desert Race in China’s Tian Shaun mountain range. Leonard, 41, an ex-
treme marathoner from Australia who’s raced all over the world, noticed the short-haired mutt on day 
one of the 155-mile trek across mountains and the Gobi Desert. 

The starting line was about three miles from the nearest village. “We don’t know how she got there,” 
Leonard told InsideEdition.com Thursday by phone from his home in Edinburgh, where he is an ex-
ecutive with William Grant & Sons, distillers of Glenfiddich and Hendrick’s Gin. 

The pup took off with the 101 runners, and for the first day, she trotted alongside some Americans. She 
ran the entire 20-odd miles, never stopping and never turning back, Leonard said. 

She spent the night at the camp site. 

On day two, she was at the starting line again. This time she stood next to Leonard, looked up at him, 
and took off when he did. “She stayed with me all day,” even running over a nearly 2,000-foot moun-
tain, he said. 

She slept with him that night in the camp, making little growling noises if anyone came too close to 
Leonard without her approval. 

And that was it, Leonard was a goner. “This dog was becoming very important to me,” he said. She 
was also becoming the mascot of the race, with organizers and competitors snapping photos and post-
ing them online, and writing about the dog now named Gobi in racing blogs and in emails to friends 
and families. 

But Gobi was definitely Leonard’s dog. “I can’t pinpoint why she chose me,” he said. “For a little dog, 
she has a big heart. She’s pretty quick. She kept up with me. 
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 “She would run ahead of me and turn around and look at me,” Leonard said, chuckling, as if to say 
hurry up now. 

She missed only two days of the race, when it stretched through the Gobi Desert and temperatures 
soared above 100 degrees. It was too hot for her, Leonard said. 

During that time, she got to ride in an air-conditioned vehicle with event organizers. 

Leonard, who described himself as extremely competitive, said he lost time because he had to carry 
Gobi across several rivers that were too wide for her to swim across. 

“I had to literally just grab her and hold her in my arms, as I’m trying to win this race. The other 
guys are just roaring past me and I’m tip-toeing on the rocks so I don’t drop her,” he said. 

He also lost time on the last day of the race because he stopped to help a competitor who was over-
come by the heat. “It can be life or death out there,” he said. Heat stroke can lead to death. 

So he stayed with the runner until help arrived. He lost his first-place standing, but managed to fin-
ish the race in second place. 

Sitting in the shade at the finish line was Gobi. “It was so good to see her. It had been such a drain on 
me. She just came running up to me.” 

And with the race finished, Leonard was determined to bring Gobi home. All he had to do was figure 
out how. And tell his wife, whom he hadn’t spoken to during the race because he was so concentrated 
on the task at hand. 

“So I’m about to call her and I’m thinking ‘How am I going to tell her about this dog?’ So I figured I 
would tell her the good news first – that I finished in second place.” 

But his wife didn’t want to hear about that. She had been reading the internet posts about this in-
credible little dog who had adopted her husband. 

“The first thing she said was ‘When are you bringing the dog home?’’’ he said. 

The dog is still in China. Leonard established a crowdfunding page to pay the costs of getting Gobi 
approved for travel to the United Kingdom. 

He had hoped to raise 5,000 British pounds. Thus far, 11,000 pounds have been donated.  

He hired a pet service to handle the bureaucratic red tape in China. There are forms and veterinar-
ian examinations that need to be completed. He hopes everything will be straightened out by Christ-
mas. 

For now, Gobi is living with one of the race organizers in the village of Urumqi. 

“I can’t wait until she comes,” he said. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

QUOTE 

“As long as you live, keep learning how to live.” 
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ADDRESS: 
1415 Wewaikum Rd. 
Campbell River, B.C.  

V9W 5W9 

BC ELDERS 
COMMUNICATION 
CENTER SOCIETY 

Phone: 1-250-286-9977  
Fax: 1-250-286-4809 

Toll-Free: 1-877-738-7288  
Coordinator:  

Donna Stirling 
Website:   www.bcelders.com 

Email: 
bcelders@telus.net 

ANNUAL BC ELDERS GATHERING INFO CORNER 

 
BCECCS HAS GONE  

PAPERLESS!  
 

ELDERS VOICE ISSUES  
ARE NOW EMAIL-ONLY  

 
AND POSTED ONLINE  

BY THE 
7TH OF EACH MONTH! 

41st Annual BC Elders Gathering ‐ July 11‐13, 2017 

(with early registration on July 10th) 

Location: Strathcona Gardens Recreation Complex, Campbell River, BC.  

Forms will be available a.s.a.p. in future issues of the EV for registration, vendors, and info booths. 

If you haven’t booked your rooms yet, look to Parksville, Qualicum or Nanaimo. 

Our provincial office (BCECCS) itself is the host of the 2017 Gathering,                                               
and we are so looking forward to welcoming all of you here to Campbell River!! 

From www.laughfactory.com 
 
On their way to get married, a young Catholic couple is involved in a fatal 
car accident. The couple found themselves sitting outside the Pearly Gates 
waiting for St. Peter to process them into Heaven.  
 
While waiting, they began to wonder: Could they possibly get married in 
Heaven?  
 
When St. Peter showed up, they asked him. St. Peter said, "I don't know. 
This is the first time anyone has asked. Let me go find out,'" and he left.  
 
The couple sat and waited, and waited. Two months passed and the couple 
were still waiting.  
 
While waiting, they began to wonder what would happen if it didn't work 
out; could you get a divorce in heaven?  
 
After yet another month, St. Peter finally returned, looking somewhat be-
draggled. "Yes," he informed the couple, "You can get married in Heaven."  
 
"Great!" said the couple, "But we were just wondering, what if things don't 
work out? Could we also get a divorce in Heaven?"  
 
St. Peter, red-faced with anger, slammed his clipboard onto the ground.  
 
"What's wrong?" asked the frightened couple.  
 
"OH, COME ON!," St. Peter shouted, "It took me three months to find a 
priest up here! Do you have any idea how long it'll take me to find a         
lawyer?"  

VIRGO - The Perfectionist (Aug 23 - Sept 22) 
 
Dominant in relationships. Conservative. Always wants the last word. Argumentative. Wor-
ries. Very smart. Dislikes noise and chaos. Eager. Hardworking. Loyal. Beautiful. Easy to 
talk to. Hard to please. Harsh. Practical and very fussy. Often shy. Pessimistic.  
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	Support Fee from Nov. 1st 2015 – Oct. 31st 2016
	Change in skin texture or enlargement of skin pores
	A sore that does not heal
	Though you apply ointment or antibiotics, does the sore persist?
	A cough or hoarseness that doesn't go away
	Changes in your bladder or bowels
	Loss of energy
	Weight changes
	A lump in your armpit
	Irregular size
	Persistent itching
	Upper back pain

